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November 30, 2025 11:00 am

BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

f‘ir‘st Sun!z.y WELCOME EVERYONE! Thank you for worshiping with us!
of Advent

— As the music begins, please quiet your hearts in preparation for worship. —
*Please stand as you are able

Intrada Once in Royal David'’s City UMH 250
“He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all”

Welcome and Announcements Pastor John Choi

Advent Candle Lighting The Bland Family

We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our hope.

Though the night is deep, the morning is on the way,

because Jesus has reconciled us to God.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
We rejoice that in Jesus Christ, God is with us, Immanuel.

*Call to Worship Betty Neikirk
Leader: Beloved, once again, we embark on the Advent path

that points us to the coming of Jesus.

Congregation: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.

Leader: We remember the signs and the times that heralded
the arrival of the baby Jesus, God Incarnate.
Congregation: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.

Leader: We tell the stories once again as we learn how to discern the signs and the times,
watching for glimpses of God’s kingdom among us.
Congregation: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.

Leader: Come, let us worship God who shines a light to guide us
on the path to peace and flourishing for all creation.

All: Come, let us worship as we journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.

*Hymn People, Look East UMH 202


http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany-United-Methodist-Church-178654925571474/?eid=ARC5Jj-8LfrjMcTYhIUxflBW7A7DHCTPzQqlsHG1K8WKYO4GXOWSjbhIlvQ6My5P6UfL47cGDNWu74xc

*Responsive Reading — Isaiah 2: 3-5 Sermon “ Do Not Be Caught by Surprise” Pastor John Choi
Many peoples shall come and say,

"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical Version) UMH 882
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths."
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction Offering and Offertory Prayer Pastor John Choi
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

Offertory Toccata on “From Heaven Above to Earth | Come” Garth Edmundson
He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; (1900-1971)
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; *Doxology UMH 95
neither shall they learn war any more. Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
All: O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

*Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (w. 1,2,4,7) UMH 211
Opening Prayer Betty Neikirk
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and *Benediction Pastor John Choi
prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer; *Closing Chorus Emmanuel, Emmanuel UMH 204
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. (Repeat 1x)
Anthem “African Noel” arr. by Benjamin Harlan
,f y ) Exodus Paraphrase on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!” Albert C. Gerken
(Kirk Bell — drum)
Children’s Time (All children are invited to attend Children’s Church afterwards) Pastor John Choi NOTE ON MUSILIC FOR ADVISNT
. . Our orxrgan Maeditation and Offc:rtc\:_:y rfox tha first Sunday of Advent are
Concerns and Prayer of Intercession, Petition “Lord, hear our prayer.” based upon the hymn From Heaven Above to Earth I Come, composed by Martin
Luther in 1535,
To herald Christ's coming with "Glad tidings of great Jow,"” American
The Lordls Prayer UMH NO 895 composar Garth Edmundson wrote a brilliant Toocata "teuch pilieca™) that
. . . * displays the organist’'s wvwirtuesity. Against the hymn Ltune, played on a
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on piercing trumpet smlop in the pedals, swirling scales and roulades swoop
g o . . . . across Lthoe entire Xl o mr o evoko ocamoa o anla o sella . o a ] ing
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we uttraanan that Braae the waile of & cetmeee meemive omeeas seppoee
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. she final statement of the hymn — ox paexhaps these axe ‘the veilces of the
. ) . heavenly ehoix who, with the organist, MHis glory share.'™
For thine is the k|ngdom, and the power, and the g|oryl forever. Amen. With. the Canonic Variations on "From Heaven Above to Barth I Come, "

oene of his last compositions, Johann Sebastian Each mnourishes hoth thea

mind and the mpirit. All five wvariationw take the form of a CANONW [EES

H H . ” H roundl where the leadin saxrt i imitated by L £ Foll i o
Meditation Hymn: “From Heaven Above to Earth | Come Martin Luther ’ peing part te Tmitated By one o¥ more following paxms
at Lixed interwvals of pitch’ and time. Moeryeower, the parts inveolwed in
(1483-1546) canon must also harxmonize with. the Hymn -tune, which is played simultan-—
. 3 . caously., Thanks to. Pachs gupreme mastery of the art and smcience of canon
" s o . ) r
Canonic Variations on “From Heaven Above J.S. Bach the music is always olegant and transparent, nover podantic or obacure.
” . . Today wae will hear only the First, second and fifth wvariationms. 'j.'he
to Earth | Come”-variations. 1,2 & 5 (1685-1750) ) ¥ we © _ e - ; :
firast Cwo , bBoth in throo parta, are Lhe pimplest and radiate Lthea idinnocoenco
of thae Holy Infanib. In -tha Finalo (=% Bach'a Canenic Variations, GCod's
chieaf musnician throws open the portals of "His kingdom Bright and faix."
Hymn Open My Eyes, That | May See UMH 454 The whole work is crowned by a miraculeus stretto presenting all four
rhrases of the hymn alt once, a= &F angaliac voifices intoned a sublime

"Allaluia™ Lfrom the four cornexs of the carthl

*Scripture Reading Matthew 24: 36-44 Betty Neikirk

—— Rudy Shackol fToirrd



