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February 10

Remembering His sacrifice

6 PM — Soup Dinner
7 PM — Ash Wednesday Service




Return to the Lord your God, for he is merciful and
compassionate, very patient, full of faithful love,
and ready to forgive.
Joel 2:13b
Dear Friends,

Grace to you and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ.

In just a few short days the season of Lent will be upon us.
Beginning with Ash Wednesday on February 10 and ending on
Resurrection Day, Easter Sunday, March 27, we are called to a time
of preparation and a time of repentance, as we take the journey of
our lives following Jesus all the way to the cross. What a journey
that could be!

Lent can be the most important time of the year to nurture
our inner life, a time during which we not only prepare ourselves to
celebrate the mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus, but
also the death and resurrection that constantly takes place within
us. Life is a continuing process of the death of the old and the
familiar, and being reborn again into a new hope, a new trust, and a
new love. The death and resurrection of Jesus therefore is not just
an historical event that took place a long time ago, but an inner
event that takes place in our own heart when we are willing to be
attentive to it.

Lent offers a beautiful opportunity to discover the mystery
of Christ within us. It is a gentle but also demanding time. It is a
time of solitude but also community; it is a time of listening to the
voice within, but also a time of paying attention to other people’s
needs. It is a time to continuously make the passage to new inner
life as well as to life with those around us.

God calls us as he called to Joel to return to me with all your
hearts, with fasting, with weeping, and with sorrow; for the Lord
waits, ready to forgive, ready to make new, ready to receive us.

When we live Lent attentively and gently, then Easter can
truly be a celebration during which the full proclamation of the
risen Christ will echo into the deepest place of our being!

Grace and peace, and a holy Lent, Debbie

Join us each Thursday from 10:00-11:00 a.m. as
,\ we gather in the sanctuary to pray for our friends
76

and loved ones, our community, our nation, and
/.J—h& those in need. Lifting one another in prayer is a
HOUSE OF tangible expression of the love God has placed in

PRA\VER our hearts. As Jesus prayed for us, let us pray for
each other. - John 17:9, 1 Cor. 13:13, 1 Peter 4:8

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE IN PRAYER

BETHANY FAMILY: Paul Reynolds, Jean Heywood, Lavalle Wilson,
Jennie Lipscomb, Carroll Lipscomb, Judy Burner, Jack & Mary Poland,
Gene Harrell, Abigail Woodhouse Walker, Pat Hogge (and Wayne Hogge,
caregiver), Sandra Hollins, Bessie Conner, Mike Andersen, Duane Cecil,
Ted & Peggy Peterman, Bev Kearney, Bob Nardozzi, Ray and Alice
Doggett, Jack Kaylor, Esther Marie Jordan, Billy Davis, Pauline Harris,
Archie Leigh, Tom & Dawne Sawyer, Jim Hollins, Charlotte Cecil,
Sebastian Brock, Denise Campbell, Ken Matthews, Sarah & Clair Hillard,
Richard Parkes, Robert Blackwell, Jack Whitmore

BETHANY FRIENDS: Chucky Baughman, Wayne Walthall, Gary Duncan,
Joan Martin, Ryan Niethamer, Lynn Burnett, Jeanette French, Margaret
Barker, Rebecca Kinkead, James Marshall, June & JoAnn Smith, Georgene
Ginn, Bessie Watson, Shirley Lewis, Judy Poland, Donna Richardson,
Ryan Austin, Annette Wilburn, George Williams & family, Becky Slattery,
Franny Johnson, Tom Emory, Ned Ambrosius, Baby Burke, Bob, Carla
Stanley, Brandon Woright, Alora Condra, Linda Johnston, Mildred
Townsend, Trey Wolz

Gloucester House: Esther Marie Jordan, Room 509

Agnes Williams, Room 113

Jean Heywood, Room 110

Heron Cove: Maxine Churchin, Room 28
Jack Kaylor, Room 11

Sanders Assisted Living:  Mary Fields

Stonebridge N.C.: Gloria Wallace

BUMC’S Military: Michael Brown, Todd Bontrager, Kyle Nichols, Peter
Demetriades, Meagan Demetreiades, Chad Dickson, Lamont Johnson,
Bernard Johnson, Kevin Jacobs, all members of the military, and their
families.

CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY are extended to the families of:
Virginia Rose Vandermark, great-great niece of Mary Kaylor, who
passed away on December 29; Hazel Harris, who passed away on
January 14.

To view our current prayer list and church directory, go to the
Members Only page on our website and enter the password servant.



http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/members-only-2/

HOME BOUND MINISTRIES - Meals
will be cooked and delivered to our
shut-ins on Wednesday, February 10
at 9:30 a.m. Come join in the fun! You

n
Rememberg%zg will get a blessing participating in this
Our Homebound Members miniftry_ & &

SECOND TUESDAY MORNING VISITATION - Come on Tuesday,
February 9 and help us bring some sunshine to our shut-ins. We will
meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. and go out in groups of two to visit.

XYZ CLUB — Adults 55 and older are invited to join us on Wednesday,
February 17 at 11:30 a.m. for great fellowship, good food, and an
informative and entertaining program, “Scott Joplin and the Ragtime Era,”
presented by Rudy Shackelford. For more information on XYZ and our
2015-2016 programs, click HERE or visit the XYZ Club page under the
Ministries tab on Bethany’s website.

NEWS FROM THE TRUSTEES— Marion Dixon retired from the Board
of Trustees at the end of 2015. Please join the Board in thanking Marion
for many years of outstanding and faithful service to Bethany. While
Marion has handled many tasks for the Board over the years, her service
as Vice Chairman over the last three years is especially appreciated.

Marsha Germek was approved as our newest Trustee at the Charge
Conference held in November and will be replacing Marion Dixon.
Marsha's service to Bethany and the Gloucester community are
noteworthy. The Board of Trustees welcomes her to her new service
position within Bethany!

ALTAR FLOWERS _
Thy o) Hulsh B
DATE GIVENBY . i id
2/7 John Hasty — * % %
2/14 No flowers-Lent *ﬁ
2/21 No flowers-Lent 4
2/28 No flowers-Lent P i)

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL - We're looking forward to another
exciting month in Sunday school! You won’t want to miss out, so plan
to visit one of our adult classes. Plan now to come to February’s
breakfast on Sunday, the 14t at 9:30 a.m. and stay for Sunday
school! Thanks to the Friendship and GAP classes for our breakfast in
January; Lacey Martin and Mary Lotsey classes will be helping with
the breakfast in February.

In addition to the eight adult classes currently meeting, we are
excited to announce the addition of a new College & Career Class,
beginning February 14. Facilitated by Steve and Dee Dee Wike, the
College & Career Class is open to young adults (singles or couples), who
might not already be attending an adult Sunday school class. If that'’s
you, please invite a friend and come join us!

For more information on our adult Sunday school classes, click HERE or
visit http: //www.bethanyumc-gp.org/sunday-school/ .

THE BAZAAR WORKSHOPS are in full swing! We've only met three times
but we've already made lots of wonderful things for our bazaar in November.

We meet every Thursday from
9 a.m.-12 noon in the WBFH. Come
and enjoy the fellowship and fun!
When you leave you'll feel great about
what you've done!

NEEDED FOR BAZAAR - Virginia State
quarters, thimbles, and empty Altoid containers. Thanks for your generous
help with the supplies we've asked for in the past.

GEORGE NELSON MEMORIAL CONCERT SERIES PRESENTS

USAF Heritage of America Brass Band

Sunday, February 7 at 4 PM
Bethany UMC Sanctuary

Since 1941, the USAF Heritage of
America Band has inspired patriotism
and enhanced esprit de corps among
all the US military service branches.
From Bach to the Beatles and
patriotic favorites, Heritage Brass
offers a musical experience enjoyed
by all audiences. The concert is free
and open to the public.



http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/xyz-club/
http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/sunday-school/
http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/sunday-school/

FINANCIAL REPORT
Brothers and Sisters,

The Finance Committee had our first meeting of 2016 on January
12th, We heard great news about Bethany’s financial status! In 2015 we
received 98% of what was promised to support the ministries and missions
of the church! That is beyond wonderful! I praise God for His and your
generosity! Total funds received for the General Fund in 2015 were
$356,127. Additionally you went the 2nd Mile and supported our Designated
Funds and other ministries and missions by donating a total of $54,102!
God is alive and well here at Bethany Church!

Bernard Robins mailed out the year end statements the 1st week of
January. If you haven't received yours please contact him. Marcia Hargis
has been working on year-end financial reports and W-2’s in addition to her
normal tasks of keeping up with our bills and payroll. We are blessed to
have Bernard and Marcia taking care of our finances!

Our Endowment is growing! Even with the financial market having
some turmoil this year, the number of shares we own have grown. Thank
you to everyone who has contributed to Bethany’s future.

It's Audit time! If your group has a checking account, prepare it now.
Please turn in your December 2014-December 2015 bank statements and
your check register to Marcia Hargis by January 31.

Imagine the lives we touch for Jesus Christ when we give generously
of our time and financial resources! You, my brothers and sisters,
overwhelm me with your love and kindness. You genuinely care about each
other as well as the world outside of our doors. It’s an honor to Worship
God with each of you.

Please continue to pray for your Finance Committee that we will
always stay focused on God and what it is that He is calling us to do for His
church.

Blessings,
Dolores Breen, Finance Committee Chair

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENT — The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee
(SPPRC) is pleased to announce that Kris Kent has accepted the newly
formed position as Director of Children and Youth Ministries. We are
equally pleased that Dawn McDade has agreed to be Assistant Director.

As Director, Kris will be responsible for recruiting, organizing and
supporting volunteers to lead and participate in the varied programs
offered to our children and youth. These include Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School, Bible Buddies, UMYF and others. Dawn will assist Kris in the
organization and support of these programs.

YOUTH & CHILDREN'S MINISTRY NEWS

On behalf of all of Bethany Youth, we would like to give a big thank you to
everyone who supported the spaghetti fundraiser. We are so very
thankful and appreciative for all the love and support shown to the youth
group. The monies raised will go towards the Blackstone retreat, which
the youth look forward to attending in March.

In Christian Love, Dawn & Kris

UMYF CALENDAR

February 12 Friday Friends Night! 6:00-9:00 UMYF Taco dinner
and games! Come on out to church and bring your
friends for an evening of yummy food and fun games!

Spread the word!

February 21 UMYF after church (more information on the way!)

February 28 Youth Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 need liturgist, ushers,
and greeters.

March 11-13 Blackstone Retreat Weekend (more information on
the way!)

REMEMBER, every Sunday we have Sunday school at 9:45 in the youth
room. See you there. Bring a friend!

All of Gloucester's greatest teens Mark your calendars, Third
and tweens (6th thru 12th grade) thru  Twelfth Graders!!
will be at our first "FRIDAY NITE Following our Youth Sunday
FRIENDS 'N FELLOWSHIP!" Come Services, Bible Buddies and
to Bethany UMC on Friday 2/12 at | UMYF will meet at noon on
6:00 pm for Ms. Dawn's Famous Sunday, February 21st in
Taco Bar including Juan's corn chips the WBFH for a yummy lunch
'n salsa. Stay for corn hole, ping and then break off for

pong, board games, music, open mic individual activities until
sing along, popcorn and fellowship.

Bring a friend! Seriously, this is the
coolest thing this side of the
Coleman Bridge! See you then! —
Ms. Kris, 815-4246

1:45pm. What are we going
to be doing you ask? It's a
MYSTERY!! See you then! —
Ms. Dawn, Ms. Cat, & Ms. Kris




ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE —The Bethany Endowment Fund balance as
of December 31, 2015, was $31,728.35. Our October Potato Bar fundraiser
and unrelated donations to the Endowment Fund added over $1100 to
our balance and we are very pleased with the progress we are making. We
now have a balance over 3 times our original 2011 investment. However
our December balance did show a $512 drop in value from our November
balance. As we have entered the first few weeks of 2016, the market has
dropped considerably and is expected to trend down and remain very
volatile as China and most other countries continue struggling to recover
from the deepest recession we have experienced in over 75 years. The U.S.
is one of the only countries to have emerged from the recession, adding
enough jobs to achieve the lowest unemployment figures in years and
continuing to show economic growth. However we will always be affected
by the economic conditions in the countries with whom we trade.

We started 2016 with 2541 shares in the Virginia United Methodist
Foundation’s Balanced Fund, managed by the Humphrey-Kelly Group
within Merrill Lynch. The value or cost of each share was $12.48 on
December 31, 2015, about $.21 lower than it was at the end of November,
and has probably dropped another $.40 or so by today, January 15, 2016.
That would be bad news if we were planning to sell our shares, but that is
not how endowment funds work. The shares we purchase remain in the
fund forever and will not be sold unless Bethany suffers a catastrophic
loss and the Administrative Board chooses to sell them. The interest and
dividends keep being reinvested until the fund has a principle balance
large enough to be self-sustaining. At that point some of the earnings can
be withdrawn to support missions, education, or music programs which
we are not able to include in our budget. Until that time, maybe 10 to 20
years from now, we should take advantage of opportunities to buy shares
at a lower value or cost whenever possible. The Balanced Fund is a lower
risk investment and generally will not drop as much as other funds and
stocks in the market, but the price will fluctuate with changing market
conditions.

So what can we all do during this market downturn? Of course you
could donate to the Bethany Endowment Fund if you are able. To keep
our economy growing try to buy goods manufactured in the USA, produce
grown in the USA, support foreign companies that have manufacturing
plants in the USA employing U.S. workers, and try to support small local
start-up businesses, including local restaurants that will hire locally and
buy supplies locally. With God’s help and our own efforts we can help our
endowment grow and help sustain the progress our U.S. economy has
made.

— Judy Vaughan

Church and Society Committee
Environmental Tip # 57

February is beginning and March will soon be here with more
daylight hours to push up crocus and daffodil blooms and signal our
trees and shrubs to start pumping sap up the stems and trunks again.
Before dormancy is broken and new growth starts to appear is the
best time to remove dead or damaged limbs and to prune out
unwanted branches. Sucker shoots and branches that rub against
other branches should be pruned out or cut back, but be cautious not
to prune too heavily as it will cause the tree to produce even more
sucker shoots. On fruit trees, branches growing downward or that
are too long or thin to support the weight of fruit should be cut back
to encourage strong growth. Any branch that you cut with a
circumference larger than your little finger should be painted with
tree paint. Tree paint is a tar-like substance that seals the cut keeping
the sap in and insect pests out. Tree paint is available at nurseries
and most hardware stores.

It is also the right time to spray shrubs and fruit trees with
dormant spray. It is an oil based spray that seeps into cracks in the
bark and provides protection from many types of insect pests and
diseases. Qil spray is approved for organic gardening, will not
damage the environment, and is used by some growers all year. Tree
fertilizer spikes can be tapped into the ground around each tree at
the drip line (the circle formed if the ends of the branches were
dripping after a rain). Fertilizer spikes placed too close to the trunk
of the tree can burn the roots. If you spread fertilizer, do so before a
light rain so that it gets soaked in to the soil at the drip line rather
than getting washed away into drainage ditches or streams where it
can cause algae blooms. A few days’ work in the next month will
strengthen your trees and produce more blossoms and fruit.

— Judy Vaughan

CONFIRMATION CLASSES for youth in grades 7-12
who have not already been confirmed, joined the
church, or been baptized, will begin on Sunday,
" March 6 at 12:30 PM. We will meet for 8 weeks and
- join the church on Pentecost Sunday, May 15. I
hope many of you who have not taken this step in
your faith journey will want to be part of this
u 7 opportunity. If you have questions, please do not

d Ty hesitate to contact me. — Pastor Debbie

L




VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016— Get ready
to hit the beach and catch the waves of God's
amazing love!! Vacation Bible School 2016 is set
to arrive the week of June 27th through July
1st. We'll be opening the Surf Shack for your
preschooler through fifth grader! See me to sign
up as a Happy Helper and get ready to Hang
10! — Cowabunga Kris, 815-4246

THANK YOU NOTES

Well, Youth of BUMC, you did it again. I thoroughly enjoyed my
scrumptious spaghetti dinner. The serving was plentiful and I do mean
plentiful. It was so nice to be served. My water glass was kept full. The
waitresses were smiling and that was so nice. They were eager to serve
you and they were charming with all of their remarks. I forgot to add, the
music was an added pleasure. Thanks again. Hugs, Ms. Charlotte

A special thanks to Jon Kent and the Youth for their loving assistance in
sweeping off cars, making our sidewalks safe, and escorting folks to their
cars after the “surprise” snow event Sunday morning! What a blessing
you are to use! — Bethany congregation

Words seem so inadequate for the long adventurous journey I've been on
since December 2014. My life was filled with many blessings. It has been
full of challenges since then! Thanks to each of you for your thoughts and
prayers, flowers, cards, visits and other remembrances. I ask that you
continue to remember me in your prayers as I continue to recuperate at
the Gloucester House. — Sincerely, Jean Heywood

HUGS MINISTRY - Thank you so much for the shawl. Thank you for
taking your time, which is most precious, to make it for me. It is beautiful
and I really like the colors... “Since we are receiving a Kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with
reverence and awe” (Hebrews 12:28). May we all study more and more
to be acceptable in His sight. Thank you again for your time, concern &
act of love. — Jeanette French

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN are
committed to serving the church both
locally and internationally by working

Ll\%rg’}l’e}gdist together to meet the needs of church
Women members, community organizations, and

FAITH- HOPE - LOVEINACTION  mijssions around the world. Bethany’s
UMW is an active and loving group of women who are making a
difference in the lives of others. We want you to join us!

Did you know that Methodist women sent a teacher and a nurse to
India where they established a school and hospital to meet the needs of
women, children, and youth? A Methodist woman, Charlotte Segars,
started Henry Fork Service Center, which today reaches out to the rural
community through programs, recreation, and opportunities for
education. United Methodist Women established a school in Rocky
Mount over 100 years ago, now Ferrum College, which graduates young
people who go out into God’s world to serve. These are but a few of the
many ways United Methodist Women have impacted our world for the
cause and glory of Christ.

Bethany UMW 1is proud to support these and many other
ministries and to serve our local congregation and community as well.
We invite all women to join a circle and experience the joy of serving our
Lord in the loving fellowship of other women. JOY Circle meets the first
Tuesday of each month at 7 PM and Naomi Circle meets the third
Thursday at 10:30 AM. Visitors and new members are always welcome!

For more information on UMW, contact Dawn Cluts at 685-5340.

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS from the Society of St. Andrew will
be available on the tables outside the sanctuary beginning Sunday,
February 7. Be sure to pick up a copy to use during your quiet time, or
click HERE (http://endhunger.org/PDFs/2016/Lent_ebook.pdf) to
download a copy to your smartphone, computer, or mobile device.

G.U.E.S.T. PROGRAM—Bethany will again serve as the G.U.E.S.T. host

site the weeks of February 1-February 8, and February 29-March 7 and
we need volunteers to help us at the times below:

e 6:30 pm - 11:00 pm (Registration, dinner, bed preparations)
e 10:45 pm - 5:00 am (Guest monitoring/Night Watch)
e 4:45 am - 7:30 am (Check-out, breakfast, clean-up)

To sign up:
1) Visit Bethany’s GUEST page at: http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/g-u-

e-s-t-program/ and follow instructions to register online, OR

2) Contact Nancy Orth to register (rorth2@cox.net, 804-693-4762
home, 804-832-2232 cell).

If you have not served as a G.U.ES.T. volunteer you are missing a
blessing! Please consider signing up for a shift. The work is not difficult
and the investment of your time will make a difference in the lives of
those served in our shelter.



http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4daea62fabfe3-week16
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4daea62fabfe3-week20
http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/g-u-e-s-t-program/
http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/g-u-e-s-t-program/
mailto:rorth2@cox.net
http://endhunger.org/PDFs/2016/Lent_ebook.pdf
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i COMMUNION SUNDAY 1| 12:30pm Knitters Group 7:00pm Finance Committee 9:36am Homebound Ministries 10:00am House of Prayer Fellowship Night Quilters
: 4:00pm GNMC Concert: USAF (organizational meeting) 10:30am AARP Tax Aide
e Heritage Brass Band 2:30pm Ladies Bible Study 6:00pm Soup Supper
~ 6:30pm Troop 75 7:00pm 7:30pm Ash Wednesday
2 7:00pm Adult Bible Studies Service
e 7:00pm Program Ministries 7:30pm Chancel Choir
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%:30am Sunday School Breakfast 12:30pm Knitters Group 10:3¢am Sanders Communion 10:30am AARP Tax Aide 9:00am Bazaar Workshops [i PASTOR DEBBIE & LEWIS ON VACATION (2/49-2/27)
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o $:30pm Troop 75 Club 7:00pm Chancel Choir 10:30am Naomi Circle
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BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

#yrs.
2/1 Jeannie Meisner 2/1 | Mark & Carla Goetz 13
2/2 Diana Pruitt 2/2 | James & Betty Durrette 53
2/3 Debbie Tilley; James Leigh; Steve Suarez 2/4 | John & Pat Hasty 60
2/4 Kevin Jacobs; Carson Hasty 2/5 | Kevin & Kris Kiley 43
2/6 Jackie Emerson; Wesley Buchanan 2/10 | David & Peggy Lewis 36
2/7 Alan Harvey 2/11 qul & Barbara Blais 16
2/14 | EA &S C 56
2/8 Jack Kaylor; Jeff Lane / usan ~onner
25 atherine Jordan: Meredith E p 2/15 | Randy & Pamela Campbell 14
atherine Jordan; Mere |t. astwoo 2/16 | Robert & Laura Polk 31
2/11 Peggy Burton; Shannon Minor 2/19 | Sandra and Jim Hollins 44
2/12 Gabby White; Sandra Byrd 2/19 | Doug & Isabelle Wheat 11
2/14 Estelle Harris; James Vance, Sr.; Patsy Morales 2/21 | Steve & Dee Dee Wike 29
2/15 Evan Lane; Alyssa Hall 2/24 | Art & Vicki Wolz 43
2/17 Lori Rhodes Phillips; William Schultz
2/18 Yvonne White
2/21 | Mike Simmons TRUSTEE CONTACTS
2/22 Gloria Atwell Koenig WEEK OF NAME
2/23 Nancy Orth; Joel Kidd; Mark Goetz 1/31-2/6 Al Burner
June Matthews; Kirk Bell; Emily Jordan; Lisa Breaud; 2/7-2/13 Ann Hogge
2/24 Jennie Lipscomb 2/14-2/20 Tclam Ban:jard
2/21-2/27 Milton H ins
2/25 Ed Conner; David Cecil; Steve Stilianos / / ! ucel
2/26 Karen Morris; Dawn McDade; Sylvia Ransone
2/29 Larry Cooper; Patrick Kiley; Loretta Leigh LITURGISTS
DATE 8:30 11:00
7 Sandy Byrd Sandy Byrd
14 Loreen Paiva Loreen Paiva
21 Sue Morecock Sue Morecock
DATE COUNTING TEAMS 28 Youth Youth
7 Robins
14 Burner
21 Dixon ACOLYTES
28 Luther DATE 8:30 11:00
7 Alec Daniel Will Neikirk
14 Patrick Glaze Samantha Jacobs
21 Makayla Floyd Carter Roane
SOUND R..OOM OPERATORS - 28 Deanna Mitchell Austin Kent
Date 8:30 Service 11:00 Service - - -
- *Communion Sunday: Acolyte will assist
7 Roy Bauschatz Kirk Bell Pastor Debbie with communion
Lonnie Byrd (GNMC-
4pm)
14 Lewis Marion Jeremy Nardozzi ALTAR GUILD:
21 Roy Bauschatz Kirk Bell Patsy Bell, Jackie Hampton, Mary Steele
28 Lewis Marion Jeremy Nardozzi




