
 

  

Bethany Banner 

August 2015 

The Church with Open Hearts, 

Minds, and Doors 

Saturday, August 29 

4:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Invite a friend and join us for games, 

great fellowship, food, music and fun.  

Bring a dish to share! 



Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good courage;  

be not frightened, neither be dismayed; for the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go.  (Joshua 1:9) 

Friends, 

This scripture was the focus verse for Helping Hands 

Mission Week.  I can imagine how the youth unpacked this scripture 

and applied it to their week, but I haven’t talked to any of them 

about it yet.  So this is my take on it, and hopefully we will hear 

from the youth when they return! 

There is never an ideal time to do anything.  We can’t wait 

forever, thinking that ideal opportunities will present themselves 

for acts of kindness and deeds of love.  We have to seize the day.  

Grasp the opportunity.  Make the most of good times and bad times.  

There must be a certain reckless abandon about the way we act.  We 

cannot always be careful and calculating.  We must do what should 

be done, even when we don’t think we have the time or when things 

are not convenient. 

Henri Nouwen, in his book, A Cry for Mercy (page 39), 

captures these sentiments in this prayer: “Let me have the courage 

to live fully even when it is risky, vibrantly even when it leads to 

pain, and spontaneously even when it leads to mistakes.” 

This attitude should characterize not only the way we live, 

but also the way we serve.  Service is never safe.  It is always risky.  

We never know how we will be received and what the outcome will 

be.  Service is also never perfect.  We serve in spite of our mistakes 

and our weaknesses.  And service can also lead to pain.  It can lead 

to the server feeling empty after having given much.  It can result in 

a lack of appreciation, and it usually involves carrying burdens that 

are not our own. 

The more we think about all of this, the less we are likely to 

do.  Thus service is an act of courage.  It is an act of boldness.  It is in 

some ways a foolhardy thing to do.  But if we are always waiting for 

the right time, the safe time, the time when all the pieces come 

together cleanly, then we most likely have missed the opportune 

time when, and where, God would lead. 

Worth pondering....Debbie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us each Thursday from 10:00-11:00 
a.m. as we gather in the sanctuary to pray for 
our friends and loved ones, our community, 
our nation, and those in need.   
 
“And the prayer offered in faith will make the 
sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.  If 
he has sinned, he will be forgiven. (James 
5:15). 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE IN PRAYER 
 

Bethany Family:  Yeardley Blackwell, Paul Reynolds, Jean Heywood, 
Lavalle Wilson, Maxine Churchin, Jennie Lipscomb, Carroll Lipscomb, 
Sue Morecock, Judy Burner, Estelle Harris, Jack & Mary Poland, Gene 
Harrell, Abigail Woodhouse Walker, Pat Hogge, Archie Leigh, Agnes 
Williams, Sondra Colbert, Sandra Hollins, Richard Parkes, Debbie Robins, 
Bessie Conner, Lewis Marion, Walt Smith, Bruce Long 
 
Bethany Friends:  Virginia Rose Vandermark, Terry “Tommy” Thomas, 
Dr. Harry Simpson, Bessie Watson, Mike Luce, DeJuana Tackett, Ginger 
Sage 
 
Gloucester House –Esther Marie Jordan, Room 306 
Heron Cove – Maxine Churchin, Room 28 
Sanders Assisted Living – Mary Fields 
Stonebridge N.C. – Gloria Wallace 
 
BUMC’S Military: Richard Alligood, Michael Brown, Todd Bontrager, 
Kyle Nichols, Peter Demetriades, Meagan Demetreiades, Chad Dickson, 
Lamont Johnson, Bernard Johnson, Kevin Jacobs, all members of the 
military, and their families. 
 
CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY are extended to the families of: 

 Don Ervi,  uncle of Ron Ervi 
 Josephine Knox,  mother –in-law of Mary Knox 
 Dannie Hughes, Sondra Colbert’s uncle 
 Jimmy Harris, brother of Nan Leigh, uncle of Stacie Martin, 

nephew of Joan Fecondo 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY – The following individuals have recently 
joined our church family:   

 Mike and Bunny Ekdahl  on June 21 
 Paige Mitchell  on July 12 



  
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET ‒ YOUR SUBMISSIONS  WANTED 

Bethany is preparing a booklet of daily devotionals for Advent (the 
time of preparation for and anticipation of the coming of God’s 
messiah, a savior) and would like you to contribute a meditation.  
 
Have God's care and presence become real for you in your 
interaction with others? Has the Bible given you guidance and 
helped you see God at work? Has the meaning of scripture become 
personal for you as you reflected on it? Then you have something 
to share in a meditation. Guidelines for writers are on the church’s 
website and can be found by clicking HERE. Copies are also 
available in the church office. 
 
The deadline for submitting meditations is September 14. The 
booklet will be distributed by November 29 (the start of Advent 
this year) to anyone who wants it. 
 

THANK YOU NOTES  &  HUGS MINISTRY 
I wish I could convey how very much my family and I appreciate the 
continual outpouring of love and support from our Bethany family.  
When we receive the meals that have been prepared and delivered to us 
by Homebound Ministries we are more than fed – we are blessed beyond 
measure.  What a joy it is to be part of a church family that loves and 
serves each other in so many ways!  God bless you all – Ray Doggett 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the knitters of Bethany 
who took time out of their busy personal time to knit hats, blankets, and 
booties for babies assisted by the Elizabeth Project.  These babies are born 
in Africa or the Middle East and even the full term babies are smaller than 
American newborns.  If they are premature, they are very small and don't 
have the fat to keep them warm.  The dedicated knitters in Iva Belvin's 
knitting group very generously took a break from other projects and 
contributed to this cause.  I hate to single out anyone, but you know who 
you are.  It will take some time for the missionaries to get these items to the 
babies in need, but I know they will be well received.  Thanks so much for 
the acts of love and peace.  Fondly, Kris Kiley 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Just in time for BACK TO SCHOOL – Bethany’s United 
Methodist Women are collecting items for School Kits to help 
needy kids.   
 
Needed for Each kit: 
   
 pair rounded/blunt tip scissors 

 70-sheet count, spiral notebooks (or 8 ½  x 11” ruled loose leaf 
paper);  

 ruler (30-centimeters) 

 hand-held pencil sharpener  

 24 count box crayons (only 24 crayons) 
 

Leave items in basket marked “School Supplies for UMW” in the 
Mary Lotsey room (across from office).    
 
Thank You!  ‒ Estelle Harris 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Charlotte Cecil on the birth of her great-nephew, 
Jacob William Iddings, born July 9, 2015, weighing in at 7 lbs. 13 oz. and 
20 in. long.  Proud parents are Matt and Julie Iddings (son and daughter-in-
law of Charlotte’s sister Wally).  Beaming big sister is 7-year-old Kelsey. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Alan and Sandra Harvey on the birth of their great-
granddaughter, Chloe Marie McPherson, born June 29, 2015.  Chloe 
weighed 7 lbs. 10 oz. and was 21 inches long.  Proud parents are Brian and 
Nicole McPherson and Chloe’s big sister is Catelyn. 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Jon & Kris Kent , 
whose sweet and healthy great-nephew, 
Cameron Lewis Crawford, arrived in mid-
July!  Parents Matthew and Leah as well as 
Grandma and Grandpa Emma and Mike are 
all thrilled! 

 

BANNER SUBMISSION DEADLINE — 
Please submit your announcements for 
the September issue of Bethany Banner 
by no later than August 15. 

 

http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Bethany-guidelines-2015-Revn-2.pdf


ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

DATE GIVEN BY 
8/2 Joe and Frances Brown Woods 
8/9 Judy Vaughan 

8/16 Available 
8/23 Elizabeth Brown 
8/30 Available 

 

If you have signed up to give Altar Flowers, please contact the office with 
your bulletin information by no later than Tuesday before your designated 
week.  To sign up on an available date, please write your name on the wall 
calendar or contact the church office.  Thank you. 

   
 

 

  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL – Hope you are enjoying your summer and will 
join us in Sunday School when you are not away on vacation!  Thanks to the 
TBD and Christian Family Living classes for hosting breakfast on the 
second Sunday in July.  See you at 9:45 for Sunday School!   
 
Topics for August 

 Mary Lotsey – Justice 

 Lacey Martin – Justice 

 TBD – Paul 

 GAP (on hiatus for summer) 

 Journey – Parables 

 Friendship – Prayer 

 Faith – Justice 

 Christian Family Living – Real Marriage or Raising Children Who 

Thrive 

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE POTATO BAR FUNDRAISER  

Save this date and mark your calendars! The Endowment Committee 
has set the date for our Endowment Fund annual fundraiser. Our third 
annual fundraiser will be a sumptuous Potato Bar to be held on October 
25th, following the 11:00 service. This will be an opportunity for all of us to 
enjoy a great meal, wonderful company and to participate in the growth of 
our Endowment Fund which will eventually produce funds to enrich our 
programs and further extend God’s mission at Bethany.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD - Our next adult mission trip will be Sept. 13-18 in 
North Carolina.  We're not sure at this time of the exact location or what 
project we will be doing.  We hope you will consider being a part of this 
mission project.  Contact Judy or Al Burner for more information. 
 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY‒ Looking ahead, our next Ladies' Bible Study, 
"Broken and Blessed," will begin on Monday, Sept. 14 at 2:30 p.m., with 
Pastor Debbie leading the study. We have chosen another study by the 
same author as before, Jessica LaGrone.  Here is a synopsis of our study:   
 

Since the beginning of time, every family has been both broken 
and blessed. In this little book, Jessica traces the story of the 
perfectly imperfect Genesis family all the way from Adam and 
Eve to Joseph and his brothers. She shows us that despite their 
brokenness, God chose to love and bless this family so that 
their blessings might overflow. As we take a snapshot view of 
each generation, we will see that God worked for good in their 
lives for the good of the world. And we will see that God wants 
to do the same in our own imperfect families, bringing blessing 
from our brokenness. Whether you're single, married, or 
divorced—with or without children or grandchildren--you are 
an important part of God's family meant to bless the world.   
 

If you would like to participate in this study, please email Judy Burner 
(aburner@cox.net) so we can order books.  The cost of the study book 
will be $10.50.  The payment will be due at the first class.  Deadline to 
order books is  August 24. 

REPORT FROM THE SUMMIT 
 

How grateful and proud we all should be at Bethany UMC to have 
hosted 75 registrants as Little Climbers at EVEREST VBS!  We never 
would have reached the summit without our hard-working, dedicated 
Crew of 20 youth and 23 adult helpers.  Our annual mission project, 
Imagine No More Malaria, was introduced to the children. By Friday 
afternoon, they reached over $200.00 in donations!! That's 20 family 
nets to send to Africa!  Again, that just emphasizes that little hands are 
doing big things in God's Kingdom.   
 
The songs, smiles, and hugs that were shared at VBS now lay on all of 
our hearts and have formed warm memories. Thank you to all that 
were a part of it, whether big or small!  We all have left the base camp 
feeling closer to Christ, blessed by our time together and touched by 
God's grace.  I thank all of you for your part in a well-executed 
expedition and a beautiful journey! 
  
Your Sister,  
Climber Kris 
 

mailto:aburner@cox.net


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Brothers and Sisters, 

The Finance Committee is in the beginning stages of putting 
together the church budget for 2016.  As we await the return of the budget 
requests from our many committee chairs, we continue to pray for God’s 
guidance and blessings.  As I’ve discovered over the last couple of years, 
the church budget is a complicated process.  Like any journey we take, we 
begin with a travel plan, some maps or a GPS.  I believe that a church 
budget is a journey plan for our church.  Kind of like a map, it gives us 
guidance, but yet the flexibility to adjust our route. 

As of Sunday July 12th you have generously given $190,659 towards 
the General Fund as well as $30,714 towards various designated funds 2nd 
mile giving.  Thank you for generously continuing to fulfill your Faith 
Promises.  Because of you the ministries and missions of Bethany church 
are alive and strong!  As Pastor Debbie says, there is something happening 
every day here at Bethany!  We don’t close our doors for the summer 
months!  I am blessed to serve with the people on the Finance Committee 
and I am blessed to worship Our Lord with each of you. 

I ask you to please keep the Finance Committee in your prayers as 
we begin planning for the coming year.  May we listen with open ears and 
discerning hearts to what God is calling us to do.   
 
Blessings, 
Dolores Breen 

 

HOME BOUND MINISTRIES – Nothing warms the heart of a person quite 
like a hot meal and a kind smile.  Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
August 5, to prepare, cook and deliver hot meals to our shut-ins.  They 
always enjoy the meals and appreciate us remembering them. 

SECOND TUESDAY MORNING VISITATION – Help us bring sunshine to 
our shut-ins by joining us on Tuesday, August 11 at 10 a.m. as we go out 
and visit.  We always feel blessed to have been a part of this ministry. 

 

We really appreciate everyone picking up a box to 
pack for Operation Christmas Child.  The boxes will  

be dedicated on Sunday, August 9.  You can bring your completed 
box prior to August 9 if you wish.  Thank you for your support of 
this project. For more info., visit our website or click HERE. 

 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
Operation Christmas Child 

Church and Society Committee 
Environmental Tip # 52 

  
In the Environmental Tip #50, I wrote that I would address the 

President’s plans to help save the monarch butterfly from its rapid 
decline. The US Forest Service has partnered with a number of 
environmental groups to foster an effort to create butterfly gardens 
and new habitat in a swath of national, state and local parks as well 
as public and private property, stretching through the Great Plains 
states down to the Mexican border. This is along the annual 
migration path of the previously huge monarch butterfly population 
which has decreased by about 80% in recent years due to the use of 
strong pesticides that have killed off the milkweed plants. On their 
return trip from Mexico each year, the monarchs lay their eggs only 
on milkweed leaves.  Volunteers have been planting pesticide free 
milkweed plants and seeds in newly established habitats on public 
lands and on their own property. To insure the survival of the 
monarch, which is found all over the continental United States in 
lesser numbers, volunteers are also planting milkweed plants and 
seeds all over the country. If you want to establish a monarch habitat 
on your property, you will find useful information at the following US 
Forest Service link: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/Monarch_Butterfly/d
ocuments/MilkweedInfoSheet.pdf    

The best time to plant milkweed seeds and plants is spring, but 
they are hardy plants and could probably become established in fall 
gardens here. The best varieties for our area are Common Milkweed 
and Butterfly Weed. Be very careful to get seeds or plants that have 
not been treated with pesticides because the larva hatching from the 
butterfly eggs survive and grow by eating the leaves of the plant. 

Two important questions to ponder are: How safe are these 
pesticide treated crops for human consumption in our breads, 
cereals and livestock? Will these new pesticides leach into the soil or 
run off in heavy rains and floods to contaminate water supplies?  

Also, on another topic, if you are out mowing the yard or 
working in your garden, if your children are playing baseball or 
soccer in this heat and humidity, do you have Gatorade and plenty of 
water to replenish body salts and rehydrate? Coke and Pepsi do not 
hydrate the body and both coffee and iced tea are diuretics causing 
your body to lose even more water and body salts. And having it in 
the refrigerator is not enough… you have to carry it with you and 
drink it! Ask your doctor! Dehydration is serious and can be fatal. If 
you go in out of the heat with a splitting headache, you are already 
dehydrated.  — Judy Vaughan 
 

WITH A GRATEFUL HEART – To the Bethany congregation:  Thank you for my prayer 

blanket, calls, notes, and prayers after my surgery.  Thank you for all the support during the 

past two months.  It means a lot to me and has helped me greatly during my recover.   

Hugs — AshleighPolk 

http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/christmas-in-july/
http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/Monarch_Butterfly/documents/MilkweedInfoSheet.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/Monarch_Butterfly/documents/MilkweedInfoSheet.pdf


 
 
 
 
 

  

SUMMER SCHOOL FOR UNITED METHODISTS 
Wednesday Nights in August (5, 12, 19, 26) from 7:00–8:30 P.M. 
 

Come and explore together what makes us tick, and keep on ticking, as 
we discover what it means to be the church in an ever-changing culture 
and still follow the will of God.  Childcare, provided by our youth, will be 
available for children up through the 5th grade. 

BETHANY UMC YOUTH CALENDAR 

August  Officer's Meeting ‒ TBA 
 
Summer School for Methodists—Wednesdays from 7:00‒8:30 p.m.  
Youth Volunteers needed to help provide childcare for children up 
through 5th grade! 
 
August 2 & 9 Pastor Debbie will be joining us for two Sundays to 

discuss prayer:  the power of prayer, why we pray, what 
the Bible says about praying, etc.  Please be sure to join us 
for this special two-week discussion. 

August 10 (New Date TBD) Pizza party and movie night honoring 
and celebrating all who helped with VBS, YRDYC and 
Helping Hands.  All youth are welcome to join us for a 
night of fun and fellowship.  Event is from  6:00‒9:00 p.m. 

August 23 Annual youth & family pool party at Sawgrass Pointe 
from 12:30‒3:30 p.m.  Please RSVP by August 1st. 

August 29 Bethany’s Church Picnic from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  More 
information to come. 

 
REMEMBER, every Sunday we have Sunday school at 9:45 in the youth 
room.  See you there.  Bring a friend! 
 

 

  

 

THANK YOU to the Lacey Martin Fellowship Class, for their generous 
donation to Bethany's Youth Missions! Our youth are so blessed to have 
such an amazing Church family that love and support them! May God 
bless you for your kindness and generosity!  Sondra 
 

YOUTH TESTIMONIALS 

Going to YRDYC was a great opportunity in my life. I really enjoyed it. 
The people we worked with were amazing. I really hope next year it's 
two weeks. This was an awesome trip. ‒ Kayla McDade 

I had the privilege to spend an amazing weekend at YRDYC. The day we 
got there it was straight to work, but the families and ladies that we 
helped were so kind and it made work more fun. I got to meet many very 
nice people. Aaron, our choir director, worked miracles getting us 
prepared in two days. I had the most fun on this mission trip than I have 
had in a long time. Thank you. ‒ Gwen Morris  

This was my first year going on the Helping Hands Mission trip. I'll admit 
I was a little scared at first, but as the first day rolled around I realized 
that God was needing me there. I got up on a roof, pulled weeds, and 
built a porch. All of these seemed like little things to me, but they made a 
big impact on the people we were helping. All the heavy lifting and cuts 
and bruises were worth seeing the smiles on their faces. Aside from 
working, the worship was powerful. A few jokes were tossed in, but the 
messages really hit home. The praise band was awesome and a few of 
the regular campers said this was the best year of worship. All in all I had 
fun. I will going back next year because it was one of the best mission 
trips I had been on.                 ‒  Gwen Morris 

 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your thoughts, 

prayers and beautiful cards during my recovery! A special thank you to 

Bethany's Angels that provided lunch to Michael and I as well as many 

others at the beginning of the month! May God bless you for your 

kindness. You truly blessed us! 

 
 

IMAGINE NO MORE MALARIA 
The Children's Ministry continues their Summer Mission Project on  
Saturday, August 22 from 4:00‒5:30 p.m. with "Cookies and Crafts with 
Ms. Kris."   We will be preparing for our lemonade sale the following day. 
Then on Sunday, August 23rd, we will sell the crafts, cookies and 
delicious lemonade to our congregation to raise awareness and funds for 
the fight against those pesky skeeters! We will have our lemonade stand 
open from 9:30 a.m. ‒12:30 p.m. Our Pastor's challenge is to raise $1,000 
to send to Bishop Cho. That will be enough to purchase 100 protective 
nets for families in Africa. We have about $300 more to raise, after Bible 
school and designated offerings of $705!  Can we do it?  Oh yes we can!    
Please contact Kris Kent at 804-815-4246 for more information.  
 



 
 



ANNIVERSARIES 

8/1 David & Janet Chapin 46 

8/3 Robert & Ruth Yoder 21 

8/5 Mike &  Diana Simmons 48 

8/7 Jonathan & Leanna Orth West 11 

8/9 Larry & Nancy Cooper 57 

8/10 Nathan & Christina Perkins 14 

8/10 Paul & Stacie Martin  19 

8/11 Adam & Catherine White 9 

8/17 Jeff & Donna Lane 41 

8/17 Duane & Julie Bayly 11 

8/17 Mitchell & Barbara Dunston 57 

8/18 Vernon & Sue McDaniel 25 

8/20 Robert &  Carol Harder 11 

8/21 Woody & Elizabeth Brown 61 

8/28 Jimmy & Kathleen Greene 44 

8/28 Billy & Wendy Hogge 39 

8/29 Braxton & Cathie Allport 51 

   

   

   
 

 
 

  

BIRTHDAYS 

8/1 Loreen Paiva 

8/2 Patricia Kidd 

8/3 Linda Hall 

8/4 Dylan Cichy, Jaime Austin, Sandy Fox 

8/5 Jim Sterling 

8/6 Tyler Tillage, David Tillage 

8/8 Pat Hogge, Jay White 

8/9 Sandy Riggin, Mark Nichols, Jeremy Nardozzi 

8/10 Carol Johnson, Keagan Chase, Denise Campbell 

8/11 Billy Davis, Jimmy Greene, Tom Sawyer 

8/12 Blair Hasty 

8/13 Esther Marie Jordan, Ashley Hornsby 

8/14 Alyson Hoover, Johnathan Williams 

8/15 Katheryn Neikirk, Maxine Bellows 

8/16 Vernon McDaniel, Jr. 

8/17 Bob Wharen 

8/18 Nicholas LeMay 

8/19 Steve Young 

8/20 
Nancy White, Kita Barber, Summer Bayly, Ted Hoover, 
Kelvin Cooper, Carter Thompson 

8/21 Britton Hogge 

8/22 Meredith Hogge 

8/23 Jordan Cluts 

8/24 Whitney Hodges, Jason Leigh 

8/26 Bridget Polk 

8/27 Dawne Sawyer, James Durrette 

8/28 David Belvin, Jack Whitmore, Alice West 

8/29 Kristen Sawyer, Donna Lane 

8/30 McKenzie Blair Hasty 

8/31 Tom Barnard 

TRUSTEE CONTACTS 
WEEK OF NAME 

8/2-8/8 Don Thomas 

8/9-8/15 Milton Hudgins 

8/16-8/22 Donna Andersen 

8/23-8/29 Marion Dixon 

8/30-9/5 M.E. Thomas 

 

LITURGISTS 
DATE 8:30 11:00 

8/2 Marsha Germek Marsha Germek 

8/9 TBA TBA 

8/16 TBA TBA 

8/23 Youth Youth 

8/30 TBA TBA 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
Peggy Lewis, Nancy Wilburn 

 

ACOLYTES 

DATE 8:30 11:00 

8/2 Molly & Tally Vaughan Will & Kate Neikirk 

8/9 Kayla McDade Alex Bontrager 

8/16 Makayla Floyd Shelby Jacobs 

8/23 Tally Vaughan Will Neikirk 

8/30 Carter Roane Austin Kent 

 

DATE COUNTING TEAMS 
8/2 Mary Knox, Merle Luther, Doris Luther 

8/9 Jackie Hampton, Sue Morecock, Charlotte Cecil 

8/16 Mary Kaylor, Ann Byrd, Pat Hasty 

8/23 Bernard Robins, Bob Nardozzi, Sandra Harvey 

8/30 Al Burner, Judy Burner, Donna Andersen 

 



233rd Virginia UMC Annual Conference 
June 19-21, 2015 
Delegate Report 

 
Thank you for sending me to the Virginia Annual Conference 

as Bethany’s Delegate.  Being the representative for our church gave 
me a whole new appreciation for how the greater church works! 

The conference began on Friday June 19th at 10am with a 
clergy session and a laity session.  Bishop Cho opened the weekend 
business at 2pm Friday with a prayer.  Bishop Cho is a wise and 
godly man and we are blessed to have him as our spiritual leader.   

Friday afternoon began with the first vote of the weekend for 
General Conference delegates.  As the day progressed various 
reports were presented.  New Faith Communities were recognized 
and celebrated!  Rev. Bob Park was named the 2016 Dean of the 
Cabinet. 

During Bishop Cho’s Episcopal Address he is called for all 
congregations to participate in Vital Congregations.  This is a 
multifaceted program that helps grow healthy congregations.  66% 
of our churches currently participate in Vital Congregations.  He is 
also calling us to make prayer the center of our lives.  He said, ‘seek 
the real God in prayer!  Return to our God, humbly rely on the Lord.  
Surrender ourselves to the Lord.’ 

This year voting took place to name the clergy and laity 
delegates to General Conference and Southeastern Jurisdictional 
conference.  For the first time ever, our VA Annual Conference used 
electronic voting machines.  (They actually looked like a TV remote 
control)  As this was a new process there were some kinks to work 
out, but it was nice being part of the process that will move our 
conference into this century!  For a list of the clergy and laity 
delegates please visit the conference web site at www.vaumc.org. 

Friday concluded with a Service or Remembrance and Holy 
Communion.  There were 73 names on the memorial roll this year.  
Praise God for these saints of the church who set an example for all 
of us to learn and live by. 

Saturday June 20th began with morning Eucharist at 7:30am, 
followed by Bible Study.  It was a great way to start the day!  This 
year’s conference theme was ‘from members to disciples’.  To make 
this happen we need to be intentional about helping our church 
members move from membership to discipleship. 

Saturday was a full day of hearing various reports from Board 
of Pensions, Common Table, Discipleship Circles, Imagine no 
Malaria and election of delegates.  It was announced that $866,540 

Full-size copies of Bishop 

Cho’s letter are available in 

the church office. 

http://www.vaumc.org/


was raised since last year for Imagine No Malaria.  $133,460 short 
of the $1,000,000 goal.  In a blink of the eye (literally) people 
starting pouring out of their seats and putting cash and checks on 
the Altar!  We later found out that another $50,000 was raised right 
there!  That brought the new total to $916,540!  God’s people are 
generous! 

Worship was at 11am with Bishop Charlene Kammerer giving 
the message.  A Service for the Ordering of Ministry was at 7:30pm.  
There were folks that were licensed as Local Pastors, Commissioned 
as Provisional Members, Ordained as Deacon and Ordained as 
Elder.  It was a beautiful service, honoring those whom God has 
chosen to serve as clergy. 

Sunday June 21st again began with morning Eucharist and 
Bible Study and moved quickly into more church business.  We 
heard reports from the conference Treasurer and from the Council 
on Finance and Administration.  We also voted on various 
resolutions and petitions.   
 

Here is a copy of the results that we received via email 
Sunday afternoon from the votes taken on Petitions 2,11 and 14: 
 
Results of voting on Petitions 2, 11 and 14 
 
           Mochel Morris, resolutions committee chair, asked for 
suspension of the rules for a time of Holy Conferencing for Petitions 
2, 11 and 14 dealing with human sexuality. The body did not vote to 
suspend the rules. Petition 2 calls for "Additional Definition for Self-
Avowal." Petition 11 asks for a "Mandatory Penalty for Violation of 
Par. 2702.1(b)." Petition 14 states: Therefore, be it resolved that the 
Virginia Annual Conference petition the 2016 General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church to delete the sentence found in ¶ 161F 
of the 2012 Book of Discipline that states, “The United Methodist 
Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 
considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.” 

The Rev. Fran Cooper moved that a written ballot be taken for 
Petitions 2, 11 and 14. This was approved by conference members. 
 

I have my Book of reports and will gladly loan it to anyone 
who wishes to read it.  You may also go to 
http://www.vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/AC2015/BOR2015.pdf .  
These petitions begin on page 158 of the Book of Reports.   
I also have a copy of booklets used for the Friday and Saturday 
evening worship services, if you’d like to read them. 
 

It was a long, action packed weekend of Worship, praise, 
celebration and hard work.  There are many people who work hard 
every day of the year to ensure that we, the laity and clergy can do 
the ‘real’ work of the church, and that is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 

Every clergy and laity member was asked to bring 4 
Cans/Boxes of food to conference for the Roanoke Rescue Mission.  
9,869 lbs of food and $174 were given to the mission! 
 

UMCOR Kits for Conference:  42,843 kits were donated with a 
value of $544,584.  (Bethany donated 26 Layettes and 30 school 
kits.) 
 

Annual Conference Offering raised $128,890 for 3 mission 
efforts:  Cambodian Methodist Missions, UMCOR and mission 
projects with the poor in Danville and Eastern Shore. 
 

Thank you again for allowing me to represent Bethany 
Church.  I am honored and humbled that you trusted me with this 
task. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Dolores Breen 

 
People were not required to vote on all three petitions for a 

ballot to be valid. The results of the balloting are: 
 
Petition 2 -- 838 yes; 961 no; 96 abstentions. (1895 total) 
Petition 11 -- 811 yes; 994 no; 96 abstentions. (1901 total) 
Petition 14 -- 989 yes; 868 no; 40 abstentions; (1897 total) 

http://www.vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/AC2015/BOR2015.pdf

