
 

 

 

  

Bethany Banner 

September 2016 

The Church with Open Hearts, 

Minds, and Doors 

September Highlights at Bethany 
 

9/4 — Communion Sunday 

9/5 — Office Closed for Labor Day 

9/8 — C.A.R.E. Ministry begins 

9/11 — Sunday School Breakfast &  
Open House; “War Room” screening 

 
9/12 — “War Room” Bible study begins 

9/18 — Presentation of Bibles to 3rd Graders 

9/25 —  George Nelson Memorial Concert Series 
presents “Dandy Don” in concert  

 

Take a look inside for details on all the exciting things 
happening at Bethany this month! 

 
 



Fall is in the air and with it, a new season of 
ministry at Bethany.  Even though many 
churches scale back their ministries during the 
summer, Bethany remains active in its service 
and commitment to the Lord and his people.  
Thank you for your faithfulness to use the gifts 

God has given you to serve and minister to the church at Bethany 
and to those in our community who might not experience the love 
of God any other way.  We are excited about new things to come! 

On September 8, Program Ministries will be launching 
C.A.R.E. Ministry (Christians Actively Reaching Everyone) to 
reach out to members and non-members who are sick, need 
encouragement, have lost loved ones, or are celebrating events.  
C.A.R.E. will meet on Thursdays from 9:30-10:00 a.m. to write 
cards, make phone calls, and pray for others.  All are invited to join 
us – whenever and however often you are able.  No special 
qualifications are needed except a loving, caring heart!  Help us 
honor Jesus as we remember his words, “Verily I say unto you, 
inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). 

  On September 11 all are invited to our Sunday School 
Open House & Breakfast between worship services. In the 
afternoon, we will present a screening of the movie “War Room,” as 
a preface to the five-week War Room Bible study which begins on 
September 12. 

Our Adult Mission Trip to Waverly will take place 
September 18-23. Please keep our mission team in your prayers as 
they serve tornado victims still struggling to rebuild their lives. 

Please check the calendar and announcements in this month’s 
Banner and ask God where he would have you serve as we kick off 
another exciting year of ministry at Bethany! 
 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also  
supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 

thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the 
needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks 

to God.  Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will 
praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel 

of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone 
else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of 

the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:10-15, NIV) 

 
  

 

BETHANY FAMILY 

Jennie & Carroll Lipscomb Jack & Mary Poland Gene Harrell 

Abigail Woodhouse 
Walker 

Ted & Peggy Peterman Bessie Conner 

Ken Matthews Billy Davis Ray and Alice Doggett 

Tom Sawyer & family Archie Leigh Marshall Lewis 

Paige Mitchell Kathleen Greene Joy Long 

Richard Parkes Bob Harder Makayla Burmeister 

Logan Chase John Farrow  

BETHANY FRIENDS 

Annette Wilburn Joan Martin Les & Jan Breen 

Candy Wilson Dylan Matrayek Ann Hubbard 

Stuart Conner Sandra Hoover Evelyn Owens 

Kandee Willis Becky Slattery Dee Dee Schurman 

Trevor Claar “Poppy” Bontrager Denise Dick 

Kristen Collier Juanita Duncan Sherry Shackelford 

Rhonda Simmons Chuck Corbin Bobby Brown 

John Riesbeck Janie Blanchard Sue Blake 

Mr. Palmer Lucy  Williams Scott Balderson 

ASSISTED LIVING 

Gloucester House: 

Esther Marie Jordan, 
Room 509 
Jean Heywood, Room 
110 
Bessie Emory, Room 101 

Agnes Williams, Room 
113 
John Stanley Belvin, Jr. 
Rm 107 

Sanders Assisted Living: Mary Fields  

Stonebridge N.C.: Gloria Wallace  

Sunrise Senior Living: Pauline Harris   

BUMC’S MILITARY 

Todd Bontrager Michael Brown Peter Demetriades 

Meagan Demetriades Chad Dickson Josh Morris 

Bernard Johnson Lamont Johnson Kyle Nichols 

Kevin Jacobs 
Jim Minor:    Minor, James 
                       Red Horse     
                       APO, AE  09316 

All members of the military and their families 

REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 
To view our current prayer list and church directory, go to the  

Members Only page on our website and enter the password servant.   
If you need the password, please call or email the church office. 

 
   

 

http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/members-only-2/


Join us each Thursday from 10:00-11:00 a.m. as we 
gather in the sanctuary to pray for our friends and loved 
ones, our church, our community, our nation, and those 
in need.   Lifting one another in prayer is a tangible 
expression of the love God has placed in our hearts.  As 
Jesus prayed for us, let us pray for each other.  
– John 17:9, 1 Cor. 13:13, 1 Peter 4:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

9/4  Peggy Lewis 

9/11  Ruth Wallace 

9/18  AVAILABLE 

9/25  Jeannie Harrell 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Consecration Sunday is September 25, 2016! 
 
We’ve all heard the term Consecration Sunday over the years, but do we 
really understand what it means?  Honestly, I did not fully understand 
until a few years ago.  It was an eye opening moment when I read in the 
dictionary that consecration means a “solemn commitment of your life;   
the sanctification of something by setting it apart as dedicated to God.”  
Wow!  So, we are making a promise to God to support His church when 
we fill out our Faith Promise card.  And, we are putting that promise in 
writing!  This is not just about supporting the ministries and missions of 
Bethany; it’s about giving back to God what He has given to us.  My first 
thought after reading this definition was “this is important and requires 
that Martin & I spend time in prayer about what God is calling us to 
give!”  And this is what we do.  We will spend time in the next few weeks 
praying and talking to God about this. 
 
In Matthew 5:33-37 Jesus talks about making promises.  In verse 33b 
Jesus says, “Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to 
the Lord.”  And in verse 37 He says, “Simply let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’, and 
your ‘no’, ‘ no’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”   
 
So, before you fill out your Faith Promise card and turn it in September 
25th, I’d like to ask you to spend time in prayer asking God what He 
wants you to give.  This is an important time in the life of our church.  
Your Faith Promises are used to build the Kingdom of God!  In this 
September Banner you will find a copy of the Faith Promise card.  I’d 
like to ask you to put it with your daily devotional and pray daily about 
what God is calling you to give.  As I understand it, this commitment is as 
important to my spiritual life as it is to my church.  Praise be to God for 
all of His blessings! 
 
Blessings, 
Dolores Breen, Finance Chair 
 

BANNER SUBMISSION DEADLINE Please submit 
your announcements for the October Bethany 
Banner by no later than Friday, September 16.  
As always, due to space & time constraints, 
preference is given to online submissions.  
Thanks for your assistance. 

XYZ begins its 29th year!   

In celebration we will enjoy Christmas in September and our speaker, 
Wilford Kale, author, will share one of his recent books,  

A VERY VIRGINIA CHRISTMAS. 

We invite you to join us for our meeting on Wednesday, 
September  21 at  11:30  a.m., in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall. 

 

SHARE 

CHANCEL CHOIR NEEDS YOU! — Do you hum 
when shopping?  Do you sing in the shower?  Do 
you dance to the music? Do you whistle while you 
work?  The Chancel Choir will soon begin their 
rehearsals for Christmas and we need all voices.  
We invite you to come and fellowship with us as we 
“make a joyful noise” and celebrate God’s gift of 
music.  We will meet in the choir room each 
Wednesday at 7:00 PM, beginning September 7.  
For more information, contact Sandy Fox. 



 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church and Society Committee 
Environmental Tip # 61 

by Judy Vaughan 

   The Book of Discipline calls on us to be good stewards of the 
environment and to do all we can to protect God’s Creation. An important issue 
has come up in Gloucester County concerning the Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Act and there is a limited time for public comment before a final decision is 
made on September 6th. 

The Board of Supervisors voted at their August 2nd meeting to decrease 
building restrictions and requirements that have been in effect for over 25 years 
in all of Gloucester County and apply those regulations only within a hundred 
foot wide band of land adjoining the most protected waterfront and marsh 
areas. The two areas designated by the Bay Act are called the RPA and the RMA. 
The RPA is the Resource Protection Area which includes waterfront lands 
directly on the bays, rivers, streams, and marshes of our county and requires 
very strict rules governing any development. The RMA is the Resource 
Management Area and applies to areas that might flood within a hundred year 
period or which might under severe conditions cause an adverse effect on the 
Resource Protected Areas or Chesapeake Bay. As is true with 18 other counties 
or cities in Virginia, all of the land in Gloucester County not in the Resource 
Protection Area is in the Resource Management Area and in order to develop 
any land in Gloucester over .the last 25 years has required permits that insure 
compliance with rules mainly dealing with erosion and runoff. Most of the 
growth in residential and commercial development Gloucester County has 
experienced in the last 50 years has occurred with these rules in place.  

If the RMA is reduced to only a 100 foot wide strip of land next to 
Resource Protection Area, it could be possible to build 300 feet from the water 
without the restrictions and requirements specifically designed to protect the 
bay that have been in effect for 25 years. The Board also voted to eliminate the 
sediment and erosion control requirements for all areas outside the RMA. These 
rules required developers to put in silt fencing around building sites to prevent 
silt and runoff from filling drainage ditches after trees had been cut and the land 
leveled and eventually ending up in our waterways. Runoff is the major cause of 
pollution in Chesapeake Bay. 

This decision by the Board is opposed by county staff, by the assistant 
county manager, and by the Business Development Focus Group appointed by 
the Board to recommend ways to encourage development. Other local 
environmental groups have also voiced opposition. 

Regardless of your personal view on this matter try to contact your 
Supervisor, At-Large Supervisors, or plan to attend the September 6th Board of 
Supervisors meeting to voice your concerns or support for this dramatic change. 
If the draft proposal passes the vote of the Board on September 6th, it will be 
sent on to the Virginia State Water Control Board, which is in charge of 
implementing the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act, for approval. 

HOME BOUND MINISTRIES ‒ We will 
be cooking for our shut-ins on 
Monday, September 26 at 9:30 a.m.  
Come and join in the fun!  If you can't 
come to cook, we also need folks to 
deliver the meals. 

Tickets for our BAZAAR PREVIEW DINNER go on sale October 2, 2016! 
A delicious meal prepared by Bob Nardozzi and helpers is sure to please. 

 

Mark your calendar for November 11 and join us from 5:30-7:30 p.m.   
Tickets are $16.50 each and may be purchased from Mary Steele, or you may 

contact Dee Dee in the church office for availability. 
 

Menu will feature: 
Pork Loin/with special sauce 

Garnished Green Beans 
Roasted Potatoes 

Garden Salad 
Homemade Dinner Rolls        Assorted Desserts 

Tea, Coffee 
Price: $16.50 

GEORGE NELSON MEMORIAL CONCERT SERIES – Join us for the first 
concert of the 2016-2017 season on September 25 at 4:00 p.m., as 
GNMCS presents Dandy Don, the Singing Cowboy.    

Starting out with a second-hand guitar given to him by his older 
brother, Dandy Don began his foray into the music world.  After much 
encouragement from his pastor and close friend, he began performing 
in his home church and various local churches in the mid-80s.  Dandy 
Don has been performing off and on for well over 40 years.  In the 
recent past, in addition to solo work, he has performed with 
contemporary gospel and pop/rock groups and has sat in with 
numerous artists around the Southeast. 

To view or download the brochure, visit our website and click on 
George Nelson Memorial Concerts. 

http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/2016-2017-brochure.pdf
http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/rhythm-by-the-river/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
 

Make plans to come to the ANNUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL OPEN 

HOUSE on Sunday, September 11th from 9:30‒10:00 a.m. We will 

be kicking off the fall season by having a meet and greet! A buffet 

breakfast will be provided by the Children and Youth Ministry families. 

All are welcome!  Don't forget:  SUNDAY SCHOOL IS COOL! 

See you then! 

 

 

 

Please join us Sunday, September 18th during the 11:00 a.m. 

Worship Service as we present Bethany UMC's Third Graders with 

their Adventure Bibles.  At that time we will formally welcome them to 

"Bible Buddies", our pre-teen discussion and fellowship group, as well 

as the Older Elementary Sunday School class. 

 

The Bible recipients are: 

Christian Martin • Cole McDade 

Justus Minor • Eva Grace Naquin 

Olivia Naquin • Ella Ward 

Cooper White 

 

We are honored to be a part of continuing their Christian foundation,  

Kris Kent, Dawn McDade, Todd Bontrager & Cat White 
 

 

YOUTH PLANNING MEETING 

 

For all youth and their families: 

 

We have some exciting and important news to discuss, and several 

plans to be made!  But first....we need your input! 

Please come to the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall immediately after 

the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, September 18th.  Light 

refreshments will be served and we will meet for about 45 minutes.  

 

Thank you! 

Kris & Dawn 

HELPING HANDS MISSIONS CAMP – Helping Hands was a blast! At 

camp you get to meet new friends, and you learn so much, while having fun 

at the same time. It is amazing how much closer we can get to God while 

having such a great time. Camp was an unforgettable experience, and I 

can't wait to go back next year! Thanks – Tally Vaughan 

 

My experience at the 2016 Helping Hands Camp was so much fun! I think 

that it’s great how kids like me can go out into the community and help 

those in need while enjoying it and spreading God’s Word. I made new 

friends who have similar interests and beliefs as me, as well as old friends 

who I reconnected with. I would really recommend Helping Hands as a 

camp that all youth should go to if they would like to help their community 

and serve God while having lots of fun in the process. I would like to thank 

Bethany for giving us opportunities to attend camps like these and give us 

options to follow God's Word.  Sincerely – Kate Neikirk 

 

Helping Hands Mission Camp was a huge learning experience for me.  I had 

a great time helping the community and giving back to the Lord.  For the 

community, we painted roofs, painted decks, built ramps, mulched, and 

repaired commonly used things.  The part I enjoyed the most was the 

freedom and the activities that we had when we came back from work.  

We had access to the garage which had pool tables and foosball that we 

enjoyed playing.  We had different activities each day!  One night we had 

a relay race, one night we watched “God’s Not Dead”.  We also had a water 

day, and even a talent show!  In the evenings after dinner we would break 

up into small groups and ask questions and talk about the Bible! Through 

the fellowship, worship, site work, and activities I made many new friends.  

I learned so much about God and helping people at Helping Hands and I 

enjoyed it very much! – Jennings Naquin 

 

 

               Save the Date – Monday October 31
st
 

Bethany will be hosting a Trunk-or-Treat in the 

church parking lot.  It’s never too early to start 

planning your costumes or concocting creative ways 

to decorate your car, truck, SUV or minivan! 

 



CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY  
 

Marie Reynolds, whose husband Paul Reynolds passed away on July 31. 

Jerry and Bettie Sue Varner, upon the death of Jerry’s sister,  

Blanche Shepherd on August 8.  
 

Sondra Colbert, whose father Gary Duncan passed away on August 13. 

Please remember these families in your prayers  

upon the death of their loved ones. 

 

  

A NOTE FROM YORK RIVER DISTRICT – “Thank you for your support 
in helping the York River District exceed its goal for the Imagine No 
Malaria campaign.  Our churches raised over $65,000 and saved 6,507 
lives.  •  We hope you will continue to support other United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) Advances. 

Your sisters in Christ, 

Shan Sixbey, Program Coordinator 
Evonne Dickey, Administrative Assistant 

Thank you for your generous donation of $300.00 to the 
Samaritan Group, Inc.  We sincerely appreciate your ongoing commitment to 
helping many of our local residents who experience temporary emergencies. Your 
donation also supports the J. D. Briggs Children’s Fund that provides 
underprivileged children with clothing, school supplies and field trip fees.  
Additionally, we help Three Rivers Healthy Families, an organization that supports 
families who face health impairments and lack of medical resources. 

Gratefully, The Samaritan Group, Inc.  

 

SHARE 

A HUGE THANKS to Al and Judy Burner and Alan Harvey for 
getting my A/C up and running. I am blessed to have such 
wonderful church friends.  – Jeannie Meisner 

THANK YOU for your recent donation of $200.00 to Laurel Shelter, Inc.  We 
have been serving the counties of Gloucester, King and Queen, King William, 
Mathews and Middlesex since 1997 providing direct services to victims of 
domestic violence, sexual assault and human trafficking.  • We would not be able 
to continue to meet the ever-increasing needs without your generosity and the 
willing time and energies of our dedicated volunteers.  Again thank you for 
supporting our mission.   
Sincerely, Cherie Stone, Executive Director 

 

SHARE 

Once again I need to thank all of my friends at Bethany for the prayers, 
cards, calls, and concerns following my recent surgery.  I truly 
appreciate and love all of you.   Love and prayers—Frances Brown 

CONGRATULATIONS to Shaun and Lauren Day 
on the birth of their baby boy, Liam David Day, 
on July 22 (weight:  7 lbs. 14 oz., length: 21 ½“).  
Big sister is Addison and proud grandparents are 
Howard and Janice Day.  Please join us in 
welcoming the newest member of the Day family.  
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Consecration Sunday 



 

 
 

  

 

  # years 

9/1 Al & Judy Burner 48 

9/4 Alan & Sandra Harvey 22 

9/5  Jen & Rob Naquin 18 

9/7 Richard & Susan Boyette 41 

9/9 Jack & Ruth Wallace 66 

9/9 Karleen & Richard Frederick 38 

9/10 Scott & Tonia Varner 21 

9/12 Alliyson & Richard Alligood 7 

9/13 Ted & Debbie Hoover 
 

9/18 Traci & Jason Waters 6 

9/20 Bob & Lynda Blubaugh 46 

9/23 Michael & Sondra Colbert 27 

9/24 Milton & Judy Hudgins 56 

9/26 Phil & Alice McGee 74 

9/27 Gene & Jeannie Harrell 36 

9/29 Troy & Melissa Anderson 15 

9/30 Scott &  Ruth Stilianos  21 
 

ALTAR GUILD  
Nina Whitmore, Carolyn Scott, Joni Neal 

ACOLYTES 

DATE 8:30 11:00 

9/4* TBA TBA 

9/11 TBA TBA 

9/18 TBA TBA 

9/25 TBA TBA 

*Communion  Sunday:  Acolyte will assist Pastor Debbie 
with communion. 
 

SOUND ROOM OPERATORS 
Date 8:30 Service 11:00 Service 

9/4 Roy Bauschatz Kirk Bell 

9/11 Lewis Marion Jeremy Nardozzi 

9/18 Roy Bauschatz Kirk Bell 

9/25 Lewis Marion Roy Bauschatz 

 

 

DATE COUNTING TEAMS 
9/4 Robins 

9/11 Burner 

9/18 Dixon 

9/25 Luther 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

9/1 Clare Hall, Alliyson Alligood, Troy Andersen 

9/2 Debra Ottarson, Nancy Jenkins, Howard Day 

9/3 Nan Leigh, Chip Dize 

9/4 Paul Martin, David Daniel 

9/5 Marion Dixon, David Dixon, Nile Cecil 

9/6 Mary Linda Brooks, William Neikirk, Stella White 

9/7 Dean Tillage, Robert Leigh 

9/8 
Jean Heywood, Pamela Campbell, Mike Thayer, Kristin 
Morris, Elani Georgiou 

9/9 Jane Niethamer, Marie Reynolds, Lynda Blubaugh 

9/10 Mary Steele 

9/11 Kelly Fox, Donna Dixon 

9/12 Tonia Varner 

9/13 Lonnie Byrd 

9/15 Gina White, Tiffany Cross 

9/16 Shirley Tinker 

9/17 M.E. Thomas, Betsy McNiel, Sue McDaniel 

9/18 Beth Dixon 

9/20 
Bryan Stilley, Lee Woodhouse, Sandy Wharen, Brittany 
Harrison 

9/21 Randy Campbell, Ed Schultz, Aaron Harrison 

9/22 Glen Kaylor, Frances B. Woods 

9/23 Christian Reece Martin, Connie Reinke 

9/24 Gail Wallace, Ronald Ervi, Chris Morris 

9/25 Lindsay Hodges, Robin Hasty 

9/26 Richard Alligood 

9/27 Alice McGee 

9/28 
Tina Coleman, Jason Hogge, Chrissy White, Alexandria 
Bontrager 

9/29 Emily Coleman, Kira Fox, Judy Vaughan 

9/30 
Sam Uhler, Jennifer Quintero, Madden Stevens, Audrey 
Clare Phillips 

 

TRUSTEE CONTACTS 
WEEK OF NAME 
8/28-9/3 Tom Barnard 

9/4-9/10 M. E. Thomas 

9/11-9/17 Ann Hogge 

9/18-9/24 David Lewis 

9/25-10/1 Don Thomas 
 

LITURGISTS 

DATE 8:30 11:00 

9/4 TBA TBA 

9/11 TBA TBA 

9/18 TBA TBA 

9/25 TBA TBA 

 


