
 

Saturday, August 27 
4:00-7:00 PM 

Bring your family and friends and join us for an afternoon of fun 
and fellowship.  There will be outside games, a delicious picnic 

buffet, and musical entertainment for all to enjoy.   

Fried chicken and beverages will be provided.  Please bring your 
favorite side dish, salad or dessert to share.   

Dinner will be at 5:00 PM. 

 

  

Bethany Banner 
August 2016 

The Church with Open Hearts, 
Minds, and Doors 



I cry aloud to God, that God may hear me.  In the day of my trouble  
I seek the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched out without 

wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted. 
From Psalm 77 

 
Friends, 

As we have listened and watched the stories of violence, 
tragedy, and suffering from Louisiana, Texas, Orlando, Michigan, 
Italy, and other places, like the psalmist, we find that comfort in 
these times is hard to come by.  Perhaps comfort is even impossible 
as our souls naturally turn away from it because of other feelings 
and emotions in response to all that has happened, and we try to 
make some sense of it. 

We can’t be comforted because very evil acts are being 
committed against innocent people.  And if we, as a country, are 
troubled, we can only imagine the depth of pain for those who are 
involved, and for those whose lives have been forever altered. 

Sometimes we move toward comfort when we work for peace 
and justice.  That work may involve different things for different 
people at different times.  We are moved when we see people 
making peace by sharing stories and hugs, or by gathering 
ecumenically to pray for our brothers and sisters as children of God.  
We are encouraged when we see communities reaching out with 
acts of appreciation and honor to our law enforcement officers, first 
responders, and others who protect our communities.  When we 
have reached out to the LGBTQ community and the Latino 
community who are targeted for no other reason than who they are.  
We watch and wait for those in places that can affect change, as we 
express the hope and determination to slow or stop the sale of 
assault-style weapons, and at lease diminish gun violence.  

Comfort?  We must allow ourselves and others to feel 
whatever we need to feel when we need to feel it, whether it is 
anger, ambivalence, or confusion and misunderstanding.  
Eventually comfort may come when we lean on God for peace and 
strength, and on each other, gently caring for one another, and 
praying persistently that God’s will be done on earth as in heaven.  
For I believe God desires a climate where peace and righteousness 
can flourish and that God will use these events to open doors that 
have been closed to the Gospel, using us to carry the Good News of 
his Son to hearts and places it has never gone! 

Something to ponder in times such as these.  Peace, Debbie 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 
To view our current prayer list and church directory, go to the  

Members Only page on our website and enter the password servant.   
If you need the password, please call or email the church office. 

 
   

 
BETHANY FAMILY 

Paul Reynolds Jennie & Carroll Lipscomb Jack & Mary Poland 
Gene Harrell Abigail Woodhouse Walker Ted & Peggy Peterman 
Bessie Conner Ken Matthews Billy Davis 
Ray and Alice Doggett Sarah & Clair Hillard Archie Leigh 
Marshall Lewis Tom Sawyer & family Kathleen Greene 
Tiina Shackelford Janet McGee (in Istanbul) Paige Mitchell 
Joy Long   

BETHANY FRIENDS 
Annette Wilburn Joan Martin Mildred Townsend 
Candy Wilson Dylan Matrayek Les & Jan Breen 
Stuart Conner Sandra Hoover Ann Hubbard 
Kandee Willis Becky Slattery Evelyn Owens 
Trevor Claar “Poppy” Bontrager Dee Dee Schurman 
Kristen Collier Gary & Juanita Duncan Zach Kaylor 
Denise Dick Sherry Shackelford Frances Brown 
Asher Clay Linda Wallace Dawn Rowley 

ASSISTED LIVING 

Gloucester House: 
Esther Marie Jordan, Room 
509 
Jean Heywood, Room 110 

Agnes Williams, Room 
113 
John Stanley Belvin, Jr. 
Rm 107 

Sanders Assisted 
Living: Mary Fields  

Stonebridge N.C.: Gloria Wallace  
Sunrise Senior Living: Pauline Harris   

BUMC’S MILITARY 
Todd Bontrager Michael Brown Peter Demetriades 
Meagan Demetriades Chad Dickson Josh Morris 
Bernard Johnson Lamont Johnson Kyle Nichols 

Kevin Jacobs 
Jim Minor:    Minor, James 
                          Red Horse     
                          APO, AE 09316     

 

All members of the military and their families 
 

To request prayer, provide updates, or request removal 
of a name you submitted, please contact the church office.   

 

http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/members-only-2/


  

    
   
    
    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

PEACE, JOY, LOVE 
 

This is the theme of our 2016 Bazaar 
which will be held November 12 with the 
Preview Dinner on Friday, November 11.  
We would love to see our workers (or 
anyone else) wearing these aprons on 
these dates.  The aprons are duck fabric 
with "Peace, Joy and Love" embroidered in 
white.  We are taking advance orders for 
$20 (our cost) each.  If you'd like to 
purchase an apron, please see Donna 
Andersen or Judy Burner. 
 

BETHANY BAZAAR 
What an array of beauty and surprise awaits all those attending our 
Bazaar on November 12, 2016 from  9:00 am-2:00 pm.  Floral 
arrangements, snowmen, globes, ornaments and baked and canned 
goods will be just a few of the items you can feast your eyes upon.  
There’s sure to be something for everyone.   Plan now to join us for a 
special and exciting day in the life of our Church. 
 
Bethany Bazaar Shops 
Kitchen and Bake Shop: Donna Andersen 
Quilt Shop: Patsy Bell 
Yarn Shop: Janet Chapin 
Wood Shop: Mike Andersen 
Basket Shop: Elizabeth Brown, Brenda Thomas, Bonnie Lewis 
Wreath Shop, Art Room, Vintage Shop  
All of the above are shops featured in our upcoming Bazaar.   

FALL ADULT MISSION TRIP - WAVERLY, VA - September 18-23 
Waverly, Virginia (childhood home of Jane Niethamer) will be the 
location of our next mission trip.  Waverly was hit on Feb. 24 by an 
EF-1 tornado that demolished dozens of homes and killed 3 people.  
You may chose to stay the whole period or make a day trip or 2 like 
some did for our relief efforts in Franklin about 15 years ago.  
Waverly is only about 1.5 hours from Bethany.  Please contact Al 
Burner at aburner@cox.net or 804-413-4444 for more info or to join 
the mission team.  There will be jobs for all skill levels. 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN MINISTRIES  

Family,  
Cowabunga! What an AMAZING week at The Surf Shack!  There 

were countless ways that we saw everyone give of themselves during 
Vacation Bible School. There were those that were there to serve, those 
that we knew were praying, and there were those that contributed. But 
all of you in your way shared the word of God and your commitment to 
Christ.  We were able to place blessings of love upon the hearts of the 
61 children that were here.  They learned that God creates, helps, loves, 
calms, and sends in Jesus' name.  Everyone experienced Epic Rides, 
Pop-Up verses and Wave Words throughout the morning and had a 
great time learning that Jesus asks us to help others through Mission 
Projects.   

For this year's annual VBS mission, we chose to sponsor two 
local community helpers. We dressed up water bottles and collected 
change for a monetary donation for the first responders at the 
Abingdon Rescue Squad, Station 3.  With everyone's help, almost 
$150.00 was raised!  We also made laundry packets for the folks at the 
Laurel Shelter.  How awesome it was to involve these children and 
show them first-hand how we can share God's love!   

As we ride out the wave of God's amazing love, we hope you 
know how much we appreciate all that you, our church family, did to 
make our week a fun, loving, and most memorable one for all of us that 
visited The Surf Shack!   
 
Mahalo,  
From Kris and all the Life Guards and Surf Coaches at The Surf Shack 

 
 

Do you have a rising 3rd, 4th or 5th grader?  Then they're a 
BETHANY BIBLE BUDDY!  

On Sunday, August 21st, we are going to beat the heat, load up 
the Bethany Bus (after the 11:00 worship service) and head out 
to the AMC in Grafton for some bowling and lots of fun!  Lunch is 
included and we plan to return at about 3:00.  Contact Ms. Kris so 

we know how many bowlers to expect!  
 ~Ms. Kris and Ms. Cat   

 

 



Join us each Thursday from 10:00-11:00 a.m. as we 
gather in the sanctuary to pray for our friends and loved 
ones, our church, our community, our nation, and those 
in need.   Lifting one another in prayer is a tangible 
expression of the love God has placed in our hearts.  As 
Jesus prayed for us, let us pray for each other. – John 
17:9, 1 Cor. 13:13, 1 Peter 4:8 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Brothers and Sisters, 
As I write this article I’m listening to the Southeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference livestream the Bishop appointments.  How 
exciting it is that Bishop Sharma Lewis will be serving the Virginia 
Conference!  I look forward to seeing what God has in store for all of us! 

Malachi 3:10-12 says, “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so 
that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test,” says 
the Lord of hosts; “see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.  I will rebuke the locust 
for you, so that it will not destroy the produce of your soil; and your vine 
in the field shall not be barren,” says the Lord of hosts.  “Then all nations 
will count you happy, for you will be a land of delight,” says the Lord of 
hosts.”   

The Finance Committee is starting to work on Bethany’s 2017 
budget.  As I’ve said in the past, our budget is our ministry and missions 
plan.  Our budget allows us to use our tithes and offerings to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   

Thank you to the folks who have turned in their budget requests.  
One of the things that I do every year is make a copy of each request for 
every member of the finance committee.  I ask that each of us read those 
requests and pray over them and about them from our July meeting until 
our August meeting.  I feel very strongly that God needs to be allowed to 
work in our hearts before we start any discussions about our ministry 
and missions.  I pray daily for His guidance.  As your finance chair I need 
God’s guidance and wisdom.  Please join us in praying that we will 
always be good stewards of what we receive.   

Thank you for your faithfulness in keeping up with your Faith 
Promises during these hot, hot summer days.  As of July 11th we have 
received $184,607 toward our General Fund.  That is about $6000 less 
than this time last year.  Not to worry though…God is so good to us!  All 
of our bills and apportionments are paid in full and on time!  I always 
rejoice when I hear that good news!   

I thank God for each of you.  It is humbling to serve Jesus Christ 
with you.  May God continue to bless each of you as you serve Him and 
spread His Good News! 
 
Blessings, 
Dolores Breen, Finance Chair 
 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY — OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

It’s not too late to participate! 
Boxes are available now and will be dedicated on August 7. 

 
Here are some ways you can make a difference: 

• PRAY that God will touch the heart of every child who receives a shoe 
box gift. 

• PACK a shoe box (that will be provided) with small toys and other 
gifts. 

• DONATE $7 per box to cover shipping costs.  
 

Gift suggestions include:  School supplies - pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons,  
markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads, paper, solar calculators, 
coloring and picture books. Toys - small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, 
kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A Sketch, toys that make 
noises, Slinky.  
 
Hygiene items:  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar of soap 
(put in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, brush.  
 
Other:  T-shirt, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy 
jewelry, watches. Older boys - fishing items or small tools 
for repairs; older girls - sewing kits.  
 
DO NOT INCLUDE used or damaged items, war-related items, chocolate or 
food, out-of-date candy, liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable 
items, glass containers, or aerosol cans.  
 
You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family.  If 
you include your name and address, the child may write back. 

 "Your gift of love may be the door God uses to open a child's heart to Jesus 
Christ." - Franklin Graham 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Church and Society Committee 
Environmental Tip # 60 

by Judy Vaughan 
 

The Book of Discipline calls on us to be stewards of the 
environment, to protect and care for our beautifully diverse Earth 
and all of the creatures in God’s creation. As we grow to love and 
appreciate someone or something, we also tend to do all we can to 
protect what we love and appreciate. One of the most successful 
ways to be a steward of the environment is to nurture an 
appreciation and love of nature’s wonders in our children, 
grandchildren, and other youngsters we influence. As adults we can 
join with local groups that are cleaning roadways, trying to reclaim 
a wetland by planting marsh grasses, or by supporting local and 
state efforts to protect our mountains, rivers and Chesapeake Bay. 
But there are also many things we can do to help children develop 
an appreciation for and love of nature’s wonders, some with a cost, 
but others free.  

Make the PBS Nature series a regular addition to your family 
TV viewing; start a CD collection of programs from the Nature 
series or National Geographic nature programs; select CDs on 
animals of particular interest to your family, like gorillas, bison, 
marine life of the coral reefs, or on National Parks like Yellowstone 
and the Grand Canyon that are home to many species. Kids love 
them and they are a nice alternative to cartoons and animated 
features.  

Generally the most effective way to interest children in 
nature’s beauty and wonders is with hands on activities. Many of 
you already have bird baths and feeders in your yards but you 
might not be involving the children that much. Consider buying a 
good book for identifying birds. Golden Field Guides Birds of North 
America is one of the most popular, the easiest one to use, and often 
can be found at used book stores. I always had a variety of 
birdfeeders outside my classroom windows that were visible to my 
students. Occasionally the students were distracted by a bird visitor 
during a lesson, like the time a Red-tailed Hawk captured a bird off 
a feeding perch, but more often it provided lots of teachable 
moments. We would go back to the lesson but when we had 
finished, I would let one or two children go back to the bird book, 
identify the visitor, and report to the class. Help children find the 
birds visiting your feeders or bird baths in your bird book and let 
them write the date they saw it next to the bird’s name in the index. 

PHONE TREE CALLER ID UPDATE —The church’s PhoneTree number is 
642-2127.  The Caller ID issue reported last month appears to be resolved.  
If you receive a phone call from 642-2127 and your Caller ID does not 
display the church’s name or number, please let the office know.  Thank 
you. 

WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS — Clair and Sarah Hillard have made a 
donation to the following ministries in honor and appreciation of all those 
who gave so willingly of their time and effort in preparing meals for them 
in their time of need: 
       
       Homebound Ministry 
       Guest Program 
       Hugs Ministry 
       Pastor's Discretionary 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

8/7  Judy Vaughan 
8/14  Open 
8/21  Ruth Yoder 
8/28  Charlotte Cecil 

 

HOME BOUND MINISTRIES ‒ We will 
be cooking for our shut-ins on 
Monday, August 15 at 9:30 a.m.  
Come and join in the fun!  If you can't 
come to cook, we also need folks to 
deliver the meals. 

BANNER SUBMISSION DEADLINE Please submit 
your announcements for the  September Bethany 
Banner by no later than Monday, August 15.  As 
always, due to space & time constraints, 
preference is given to online submissions.  
Thanks for your assistance. 



The bird book I recommended shows the picture of the bird (male, 
female, and juvenile) on one page and a map showing its winter and 
summer range on the facing page.  

Children can also help set up a feeding station or bird bath 
location. If you have a dead tree that is not a threat to your house or 
vehicles, consider using it as a bird feeding or bathing area. We put 
two of our bird baths directly on the ground and the tree provides 
perches for the birds to preen themselves after their baths. The 
Audubon Society suggests that bird baths should be rinsed out 
about every 3 days so the water stays clean and they don’t become 
mosquito breeders. The dead tree will also attract lots of 
woodpeckers and other insect eaters which kids like to watch. And 
everyone should have a hummingbird feeder! You can make your 
own syrup with four cups of water to one cup of sugar boiled for 
one full minute to dissolve the sugar. Add a few drops of red food 
coloring the first few times, but once the hummingbirds are 
regularly using the feeder you don’t usually need to add the 
coloring to attract them. NEVER use honey in place of sugar! It is so 
rapidly absorbed into the blood stream that the hummingbird’s 
heart will start beating at a dangerously high speed. Wash the 
feeder about once a week so mold and bacteria don’t build up. 
Hummingbirds arrive here usually about April 10th each year and 
leave about October 5th. Have the children watch for the first one to 
arrive in the spring and log that date and their leaving date in your 
bird book. 

The more time you spend with children on this type of 
activity the more these little wonders of nature will bring joy to 
your lives and the desire to protect them to your hearts!       

 

It is Vacation Time! 
                I will be out of the office beginning August 9 and returning 
August 22.  I will be officiating at my nephew’s wedding in St. Louis on the 
13th and then Lewis and I will take a week and go to Branson, since we 
will already be in Missouri.  The few days before the wedding will be full 
of family reunion, rehearsal dinner, a special birthday celebration for my 
nephew as a “bachelor,” and a Cardinals game!  Then we will relax in the 
beauty of the Ozarks!  I always appreciate my time away, especially when 
we can spend it with family and special friends, for we all need those 
times of refreshment and relaxation.  I leave knowing that Bethany is in 
capable hands with Dee Dee doing what she does best at keeping all 
things organized, and everyone in line!  Doe Breen and Marsha Germek 
will share the preaching responsibilities on the 14th and 21st, and Carol 
Johnson will be “on call” for me.  Thanks for the time away and stay well 
and safe.  Peace, Debbie 
 

THANK YOU NOTES 
 
Bethany Family, 
As I will soon be heading off to VMI, I’d like to express my appreciation to all 
of you for your support over the years.  Most recently, thank you for the 
graduation gift of the Bible.  Bethany has shaped me to become who I am 
today, and will always be home to me.  Sincerely—Will Neikirk 
 
Dear Pastor Debbie and Bethany Friends, 
I want to thank you all for the prayers, phone calls, cards and texts following 
my recent surgery.  I was so touched to hear from so many in our new church 
family.  It was truly comforting and uplifting to know that so many of you 
were praying for my recovery.  And the prayer shawl was a lovely surprise, 
too.  I feel so blessed by our Bethany friends.  In His Love—Tiina Shackelford 
 
HUGS MINISTRY 
 
What a nice surprise it was to receive the beautiful Prayer Shawl and lovely 
card for our daughter Janet McGee.  We will hold it for her until she returns to 
the United States. She is very grateful that this congregation is keeping her in 
their prayers while she is in Istanbul. • You ladies in the HUGS group do so 
much for the people in our church, as well as those in our community by 
offering encouragement and hope to those in stressful situations. • Thank you 
so much and may God bless you all. — Phil, Alice & Janet McGee 
 
Thank you so much for the lovely lap robe given to me during my recent 
broken leg ordeal.  You are a special group of ladies, using your skilled hands 
and the love in your hearts to bring comfort and prayers to so many.  May God 
continue to bless you in your ministry. — Sara Hillard 
 
God’s blessing and heartfelt thanks for the beautiful Lap Robe, lovingly 
created for my daughter, Stephanie, after the loss of her fiancé, James 
Rudolph. I was so deeply touched when Janet Chapin called to tell me it was 
waiting for us at the church office.  I explained that Jim had passed into God’s 
loving arms and Janet offered that Stephanie should have it for comfort.  It has 
truly helped Stephanie in her loss and she sends her love and thanks to you 
all.  Thank you so much, once again, for surrounding our family with your love 
and prayers.  God Bless Bethany United Methodist Church.  — Sharon Smith 
 
I would like to thank the HUGS ministry for the lovely prayer shawl.  It was 
truly like getting a warm hug.  I would also like to thank our Bethany family 
for the many cards, prayers and words of encouragement. — Patsy Bell 
 
Thanks so much for the lovely prayer shawl.  It is much appreciated, and will 
be treasured always.  Your kindness and good thoughts are welcomed.  I am 
much improved, working on the P.T. and walking. — Marilyn Berger 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Consecration Sunday 



 

 
 
  
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
  # yrs. 
8/1 David & Janet Chapin 47 
8/3 Robert & Ruth Yoder 22 
8/5 Mike &  Diana Simmons 49 
8/7 Jonathan & Leanna Orth West 12 
8/9 Larry & Nancy Cooper 58 
8/10 Paul & Stacie Martin  20 
8/10 Nathan & Christina Perkins 15 
8/11 Adam & Catherine White 10 
8/17 Jeff & Donna Lane 42 
8/17 Duane & Julie Bayly 12 
8/17 Mitchell & Barbara Dunston 58 
8/18 Vernon & Sue McDaniel 26 
8/20 Robert &  Carol Harder 12 
8/21 Woody & Elizabeth Brown 62 
8/28 Jimmy & Kathleen Greene 45 
8/28 Billy & Wendy Hogge 40 
8/29 Braxton & Cathie Allport 52 
8/31 Lewis & Debbie Marion 20 

 

LITURGISTS 
DATE Both Services 

8/7 Marsha Germek 
8/14 Sue Morecock 
8/21 Marsha Germek 
8/28 Marsha Germek 

 

ALTAR GUILD  
Jackie Hampton, Patsy Bell, Mary Steele 

ACOLYTES 
DATE 8:30 11:00 
8/7* Patrick Glaze Alexandria Bontrager 
8/14 Alec Daniel Kayla McDade 
8/21 Molly  Vaughan Carter Roane 
8/28 Deanna Mitchell Austin Kent 

*Communion  Sunday:  Acolyte will assist Pastor Debbie 
with communion. 
 

SOUND ROOM OPERATORS 
Date 8:30 Service 11:00 Service 
8/7 Roy Bauschatz Kirk Bell 

8/14 Kirk Bell Kirk Bell 
8/21 Kirk Bell Roy Bauschatz 
8/28 Lewis Marion Jeremy Nardozzi 

 

 

DATE COUNTING TEAMS 
8/7 Dixon 

8/14 Luther 
8/21 Hampton 
8/28 Kaylor 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
8/1 Loreen Paiva 
8/2 Patricia Kidd 
8/3 Linda Hall 
8/4 Dylan Cichy, Jaime Austin, Sandy Fox 
8/5 Jim Sterling 
8/6 Tyler Tillage, David Tillage 
8/8 Jay White 
8/9 Sandy Riggin, Mark Nichols, Jeremy Nardozzi 

8/10 Carol Johnson, Keagan Chase, Denise Campbell 
8/11 Billy Davis, Jimmy Greene, Tom Sawyer 
8/12 Blair Hasty 
8/13 Esther Marie Jordan, Ashley Hornsby 
8/14 Alyson Hoover, Johnathan Williams, Josh Morris 
8/15 Katheryn Neikirk, Maxine Bellows 
8/16 Vernon McDaniel, Jr. 
8/17 Bob Wharen 
8/18 Nicholas LeMay 
8/19 Steve Young 

  8/20 Nancy White, Kita Barber, Summer Bayly, Ted Hoover, 
Kelvin Cooper, Carter Thompson 

8/21 Britton Hogge, Alec Daniel 
8/22 Meredith Hogge 
8/23 Jordan Cluts 
8/24 Whitney Hodges, Jason Leigh 
8/26 Bridget Polk 
8/27 Dawne Sawyer, James Durrette 
8/28 David Belvin, Jack Whitmore, Alice West 
8/29 Kristen Sawyer, Donna Lane 
8/30 McKenzie Blair Hasty 
8/31 Tom Barnard 

 

TRUSTEE CONTACTS 
WEEK OF NAME 
7/31-8/6 Don Thomas 
8/7-8/13 Milton Hudgins 

8/14-8/20 Marsha Germek 
8/21-8/27 Tom Barnard 
8/28-9/3 Donna Andersen 

 


