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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 
   

To view our current prayer list and church directory, go to the  
Members Only page on our website and enter the password servant.   

If you need the password, please call or email the church office. 
 

   
 

Be still, and know that I am God!   
Psalm 46:10 

Friends, 
This is one of my most favorite scriptures.  Why?  

Because when I am at my busiest, running in circles, forgetting 
half the things I have set myself to do, the only way I justify 
slowing down and regrouping is by taking time to repeat this 
scripture.  In so doing, a calmness takes over my being, and I 
begin to look around and see what is real, necessary, worthy 
of being a priority, and, what God would have me be doing, 
especially since most of the things we do and expend energy 
on, may not be what God would have us doing anyway. 

I wonder if that first Easter morning might have turned 
out differently as far as how the news was received, and how 
everything unfolded, just as Jesus said it would ‒ if  Mary had 
taken some time on that first Easter morning, when 
everything seemed to have been turned upside-down, would 
she have recognized Jesus before he called her name; if Peter 
and John had acknowledged the truth of the empty tomb 
before running back and locking themselves in the Upper 
Room.  Of course life is full of “what ifs” and we do have the 
advantage of witness in the scriptures, or “the rest of the 
story.” When we allow God into our space, especially during 
times of confusion and chaos, God has a way of revealing to us 
what is real and true, and things work out as they should, if 
we are taking the time to be still and listen. It was in the 
naming that Mary saw and understood; when the risen Christ 
appeared among the disciples locked behind the doors, they 
began to believe.  

Maybe when I am still, looking and listening for God, it 
is in God’s calling to me that I am brought into the reality of 
the moment.  In that stillness I also find new strength and 
hope, an inner renewal, and time given to inner renewal is 
never wasted.  In fact, it is the fuel for our journey, and more 
importantly, it is the discipline that helps to shape our very 
being. 

During this Easter season, when we are surrounded by 
new life, new birth, the glory and wonder of re-creation, take 
time to be still, and know....  Debbie 

 
 
 

 

CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY are extended to:  Jeannie Harrell, 
whose uncle Hugh Allen, passed away on February 19. • Sandy Fox, 
upon the death of her mother-in-law, Alice Kusiak Fox  • Peggy 
Newcomb and family, upon the death of her husband, John Newcomb on 
March 10 • Family of Marvin Robins, who passed away on March 12.  • 
Phil & Alice McGee and their son Tim’s family upon the death of their 
daughter-in-law, Sharon McGee.   
 

http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/members-only-2/


  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE POTATO BAR FUNDRAISER  

Save this date and mark your calendars! The Endowment Committee 
has set the date for our Endowment Fund annual fundraiser. Our third 
annual fundraiser will be a sumptuous Potato Bar to be held on October 
25th, following the 11:00 service. This will be an opportunity for all of us to 
enjoy a great meal, wonderful company and to participate in the growth of 
our Endowment Fund which will eventually produce funds to enrich our 
programs and further extend God’s mission at Bethany.  

 

HOME BOUND MINISTRIES - 
Come out and help us cook and 
deliver meals to our shut-ins on 
Monday, April 18 at 9:30 a.m.  It's 
a great way to spend your morning.  
 
 

SECOND TUESDAY MORNING VISITATION - Want to put a smile on 
someone's face as well as your own?  Come and visit our shut-ins on 
Tuesday, April 12 at 10 a.m. 
 

XYZ CLUB  — XYZ Club will meet Wednesday, April 20 at 11:30 a.m. 
in the WBFH. Following lunch our program, “Cleaning Up the Bay: 
Where Are We and What Is Next?” will be presented by Carl Hersher, 
Director of the Center for Coastal Resources Management at VIMS. His 
interesting and informative program is something you should not 
miss! 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL – We’re looking forward to another exciting 
month in Sunday school!  You won’t want to miss out, so plan to visit 
one of our adult classes.  Plan now to come to April’s breakfast on 
Sunday, the 10th at 9:30 a.m. and stay for Sunday school!   
 
For more information on our adult Sunday school classes, click HERE or 
visit http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/sunday-school/ . 

 

BETHANY BAZAAR—We’re moving right along to the half-way mark 
for Bethany’s Bazaar.  There is still a lot of work to be done and 
helpers are always welcome.  Your input/ideas are most appreciated.  
Join us Thursday mornings from 9am-12noon in the Warren Belvin 
Fellowship Hall for the countdown to an amazing upcoming Bazaar. 

Bobby Polk is in need of two or three old and weathered privacy 
fence sections for a project he is doing for the Bazaar this year. If you 
have any sections, please either see Bobby at church or give him a call 
at  804-815-6686 to make arrangements for him to pick them up at 
your convenience.  Thanks! 

EASTER: THE GREAT FIFTY DAYS 
 

What Easter celebrates is far too important to be confined to one 

day.  So its message of joy is extended across 50 days, including 8 

Sundays; the first Sunday we call Easter Day and the final Sunday we 

know as the Day of Pentecost.   

In the ancient church, both fasting and kneeling were forbidden 

during this time,  as they were considered inappropriate to the Easter 

season, and alleluias (banished from ancient liturgy throughout  Lent) 

abounded, as they do today in our Easter hymns.  The 6 stanzas of 

Charles Wesley’s Christ the Lord Is Risen Today contains two dozen 

alleluias! 

The Gospels make clear that the Resurrection of Jesus is no mere 

resuscitation, such as he had given to Lazarus and the daughter of 

Jairus, and the son of the widow of Nain, all of whom had to die again; 

nor is the Resurrection a ghostly manifestation.  Furthermore, it is not 

some psychological trick of wish fulfillment, as our current culture may 

be inclined to believe.  The Resurrection is the manifestation of a new 

kind, and quality of life, which we have no words to describe.  If we 

think that we can understand it, we do not understand it at all.  For 

Resurrection is the sublime, mysterious gift of God, which we are to 

experience as both astounding and transforming.     

 Ascension Day, the 40th day of the Easter season, we witness 

the risen Christ, freed from the limitations of time and space, taken on 

at Bethlehem.  The day of Pentecost, the 50th and final day of the 

Easter season, is the result of the power of the Resurrection, mediated 

by the Holy Spirit, and is  what establishes, and motivates the mission 

of what we know as church.   This day of celebration we often refer to 

as the Birthday of the Church, and acknowledge the gifts the Spirit has 

given us to do the work of the Church.  This is also the appropriate 

time for the confirmands who have been preparing for baptism and/or 

church membership to be received into the fellowship, and any others 

wishing to join the church; a great day of celebration!   

        — Pastor Debbie 

http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/sunday-school/
http://www.bethanyumc-gp.org/sunday-school/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Brothers and Sisters, 
In the March Banner I talked about Apportionments and how 

wonderful it is to part of a connectional congregation.  On February 24th 
three communities in Virginia were affected by tornadoes with loss of 
life, personal injuries and severe property damage.  The United 
Methodist Church was one of the first organizations to send emergency 
response teams (ERT), just as they responded when our community was 
affected by harsh weather that altered our lives.  This quick response is 
possible because of our Apportionments and Connectional Giving.   

Bishop Cho has given us an opportunity to pray for victims and for 
responders and he has asked for donations to the Virginia Conference 
Disaster Response fund.  Waverly, Appomattox and Tappahannock are 
now out of the immediate relief phase of recovery and in the long-term 
recovery stage.  Gloucester knows all about long-term recovery!  It is 
said that the Methodists are the first to arrive and the last to leave!  If 
you are able to help, please mark your donation as #5037 – Disaster 
Response.   For more information and to see what the VAUMC is doing 
go to http://vaumc.org/pages/news/2016vanews/2016vanews_2016-
tornado-response. Together we can make a difference in the world!  
Together we can make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world! 

I recently received the good news that our church audit is 
complete.  Our accounts have been reconciled to bank and investment 
statements, as well as a spot check on deposit records and disbursement 
activity.  All is good financially here at Bethany.  I thank each of you who 
are treasurers for your groups.  You do an outstanding job of 
maintaining your financial records.  I also would like to thank Marcia 
Hargis, Bernard Robins and all the counting teams for your dedication 
and faithfulness in keeping our church’s financial records accurate.  You 
all do amazing work!   

Bethany Church is filled to overflowing with loving, generous, 
giving people. I am blessed to worship our Lord with each of you.  May 
God’s blessing be upon you as you serve Him. 
 
Blessings,  
Dolores Breen,  Finance Chair 
 

WITH A GRATEFUL HEART – To the Bethany congregation:  Thank you for my prayer 

blanket, calls, notes, and prayers after my surgery.  Thank you for all the support during the 

past two months.  It means a lot to me and has helped me greatly during my recover.   

Hugs — AshleighPolk 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS  
Where will you be Sunday, April 27th? We hope you will be in the 
fellowship hall....enjoying delicious cookies and refreshing lemonade, 
that's where!! Come before or after Sunday School and after the 
11:00am Worship Service. All proceeds will benefit the Gloucester 
County Public Schools "Snack Pack Program."  Our mission minded 
Bible Buddies look forward to serving you then! 
~Miss Cat and Miss Kris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016— Get ready 
to hit the beach and catch the waves of God's 
amazing love!! Vacation Bible School 2016 is 
set to arrive the week of June 27th through 
July 1st.   We'll be opening the Surf Shack for 
your preschooler through fifth grader!  See me 
to sign up as a Happy Helper and get ready to 
Hang 10!!! — Cowabunga Kris, 815-4246 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS  — Joyful!  Youthful!  Inspiring! 

Awesome!  Exciting!  Musical! Fulfilling!  Come join us on 

Sunday, April 24th for our Annual Youth Ministry Worship 

Services which are inspired, created and presented by the 

Youth Ministry of Bethany UMC. 
 

WOO HOO! IT'S TIME FOR A SUPER SPRING TEEN 

NIGHT!  Saturday, April 16th from 6:00pm to 9:00pm. MYO 

Pizza, Pictionary and Ping Pong!  It's all about fun and fellowship 

so invite your friends!  (RSVP by 4/13 so we can have a number 

for dinner, please.)  —Kris @  815-4246 
 

BLACKSTONE RETREAT—Ten of Bethany’s youth spent a special 
weekend immersed in God’s love and embrace.  It was more than a 
privilege to witness His love being poured out on them.  Bethany’s 
future will be in good hands when it’s these youth’s turn to guide our 
Church. — Mr. Ed 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE — The Endowment Committee will meet 
on Tuesday, April 12 at 6:30 PM, immediately prior to the Finance 
Committee meeting. 

 

http://vaumc.org/pages/news/2016vanews/2016vanews_2016-tornado-response
http://vaumc.org/pages/news/2016vanews/2016vanews_2016-tornado-response


 
 
 
 
 

HUGS MINISTRY – What a nice surprise it was to receive a lap robe.  I 
wanted to thank you and please know that I appreciate that someone 
thought of me after my knee surgery.  Sincerely, Jack Whitmore 
 
I want to thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl that was crocheted for 
me.  It means more to me than words can express.  I am so blessed to be part 
of the Bethany Family.  I have received cards, prayers, phone calls and 
constant words of encouragement that have been a great source of peace and 
comfort. • This next surgery is going to be a hard road, but I know God will 
take care of me & I have you all praying for me.   Thank you to all the people 
of Bethany.   Love, Denise Campbell 
 
 
 
 

Want to see another Bethany Cookbook?  
We'd like to publish a cookbook this year but 
we need someone to head up this project.  Are 
you interested?  Please e-mail Judy Burner at 
aburner@cox.net or call her at 642-6016 to 
discuss this. 

THANK YOU NOTES – It is with genuine humbleness that I once again 
thank our wonderful church family for all the concerns, love and prayers 
shown us during Maxine’s illness and her passing.  Pastor Debbie has been 
with us thru the good days and the bad.  It is with much Christian love we 
thank you all. – The family of Maxine Churchin 
 
What an uplifting feeling when you receive cards and calls you weren't 
expecting.  Bethany people have a way of making those of us who have a 
need feel loved and remembered.  Thank you for the cards, calls and 
concerns at the passing of our sister-in-law Helen Brown.  Sincerely, Alton 
and Frances Brown 
 

Church and Society Committee 
Environmental Tip # 58 

 

All of Hampton Roads, the Peninsula, Middle Peninsula, Northern Neck, and 
coastal North Carolina have always been prone to flooding and erosion. As our 
planet continues to warm and glacial ice in the polar regions continues to melt 
causing sea levels to rise, we in Gloucester County have good reason to be 
concerned. Mean high tide is about a foot higher than it was in 1938, when most 
cities and counties started setting building codes requiring new houses to be built 
at specific heights above sea level. Built in 1968, our house had to be 7 feet above 
sea level, but when we lost it to Hurricane Isabelle our new house had to be at least 
7 ½ feet above sea level. We built a bit higher than that. So much of the county is 
only a few feet above sea level and close to rivers and marshes that we can expect 
some properties will eventually be unbuildable or completely lost to the waters. 

Just about everyone has heard the quote from “The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner” “…water, water, everywhere nor any drop to drink.” You don’t want to be 
at sea without any fresh water. In fact you don’t want to be anywhere without fresh 
water. With any severe flooding event the first supplies brought in always include 
water as the normal water supply may be contaminated. In Gloucester many 
homeowners depend on shallow wells that draw water from the ground water in 
the water table rather than the deep Potomac aquifer. These wells can be 
threatened by drought or suffer salt water incursion or contamination during 
flooding. In our whole region military installations have stored and buried 
hazardous waste since the time before anyone knew what was hazardous. Fly ash, 
emissions and waste water from power production, manufacturing and agriculture 
have historically and are presently discharged into our streams, waterways, and 
air. Flood waters disturb the soil, cause water and sewer treatment facilities to 
overflow, and breech settling ponds used to contain and treat agricultural and 
manufacturing waste. And we individually have long used pesticides and fertilizers 
on our properties and disposed of all sorts of trash improperly. If we could 
thoroughly search every inch of our county, do you think we could find 1000 
discarded car batteries half buried or thrown in a heap in the woods? Do you think 
we could find 1000 old tires or places where 1000 quarts of old oil were poured? 
We could probably find barrels of old oil, paint and chemicals. When flood waters 
recede wells can usually be flushed and treated successfully but some things can’t 
be easily cleaned. Look at Flint, Michigan. Instead of buying water from other cities 
(like cities around here buy from Newport News) the local leaders decided to save 
money by getting their public water supply from the Flint River without a thorough 
analysis of the water. And the cost will be young children with varying levels of 
lead poisoning; a clean-up that may require replacing all water pipes in the public 
water system and the pipes in each house using the system; and a price tag of 
possibly tens of millions. It will require help from the state and federal 
governments and all taxpayers.  

Since we have been warned repeatedly that tides will continue to rise and 
flooding will be more extreme, we need to make sure we know what contaminants 
could threaten our water, what local water tests are indicating and make sure our 
local leaders are preparing for the county’s future needs. And what could each of us 
do? April 22nd is Earth Day. Wouldn’t it be great if each of us did 2 things to 

ADULT MISSION TRIP – Our adult mission trip to Project Crossroads in 
Marion, VA will take place May 1-May 5.  Please mark the date and pray 
about joining us this year for a time of great fellowship and ministry.  For 
more information, email Jane Niethamer at fjnieth@aol.com. 

mailto:fjnieth@aol.com


Join us each Thursday from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
as we gather in the sanctuary to pray for our 
friends and loved ones, our church, our 
community, our nation, and those in need.   
Lifting one another in prayer is a tangible 
expression of the love God has placed in our 
hearts.  As Jesus prayed for us, let us pray for 
each other. – John 17:9, 1 Cor. 13:13, 1 Peter 4:8 

 

  
conserve water this month and found 2 more things to recycle or properly 
discard in honor of Earth Day?    — Judy Vaughan 
  
 
 
 

Endowment Message 
From the Virginia United Methodist Foundation 

Planning with Purpose Creates an Impact! 
"What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us;  What we have done for 

others and the world remains and is immortal."  -   Albert Pike 
 

Have you ever sought to make an impact?  Every year, names come and 
go … people emerge onto the scene.  Their lives leave a mark on others. To 
make an impact requires a plan that considers the various facets of a decision 
that begins with a vision.  Generosity has a way of expressing a vision, 
reaching a decision on a plan and engaging others to fulfill that vision.   

Here are a few samples of personal vision that intersect with others to 
leave a lasting legacy of connection:  

 One couple served in ministry in the Virginia Conference for many 
years with a passion to nurture and encourage young people in their 
congregations to pursue God’s calling in their lives to vocational 
ministry. After his passing, she established a new scholarship 
initiative – and has included that fund as a named beneficiary in her 
estate plan.   

 A long term volunteer for the Society of Saint Andrew used the 
proceeds from a gift of stock to create an endowment fund for which 
SOSA will continue to receive annual distributions to continue 
feeding the hungry.  

 A faithful donor envisioned helping their local church cover 
operational expenses on an annual basis.  They created an 
endowment that helps cover the cost of apportionments as the net 
endowment's earnings continue to be 'budget relieving' and mission 
extending.  

 A business couple who have worked with their church through a 
major building project made a significant gift of highly appreciated 
stock to fulfill a pledge commitment for the capital campaign in their 
local church.  

 A retired couple invested personal funds with the Development 
Company to provide increased fixed income to meet their monthly 
expenses.  They named their church as the beneficiary of those funds 
upon their decease as a lasting legacy.  

Each donor had a vision of their desired impact - and our role was to help 
them create a plan to accomplish that vision.  What do you envision for your 
local church? for the ministry close to your heart?  How would you create a 
lasting legacy?  Your legacy planning can make an impact on the lives in your 
neighborhood!  Your legacy plan can provide for those ministries and causes 
that are close to your heart while you provide for your family! 
To learn more and talk with one of our staff about your options, call 804-521-
1121 … or visit our website.  We will be glad to listen and help you explore 
your options to meet your goals!  Plan ahead!  Create lasting ministries into 
the future!  -- Rev. Stephen B. Clark, President 
 
 

THANK YOU to all that cleaned, 
polished, hauled, organized, ironed and 
hung new curtains, washed windows 
and shelves and gave of their time to 
beautify our lovely Bethany UMC! She 
shines with pride! 

BANNER SUBMISSION DEADLINE Please 
submit your announcements for the April 
Bethany Banner by no later than Friday, 
April 15.  As always, due to space & time 
constraints, preference is given to online 
submissions.  Thanks for your assistance. 

CLIMATE CHANGE TALK TO COMMEMORATE EARTH DAY 

On Sunday, April 17, in the Warren Belvin Fellowship Hall, the Church 
and Society Committee and the youth leaders will sponsor an event to 
commemorate Earth Day.  Dr. Douglas Dwoyer, a retired NASA 
engineer and expert on Climate Change, will speak. His message will be 
aimed especially at Bethany’s youth and their parents, since they are 
likely to be impacted in their lifetime by the effects of Climate Change.  

From 5:00 – 6:00 p.m., a covered dish dinner for the youth and their 
parents will precede Dr. Dwoyer’s talk. Those attending are asked to 
bring a side dish. The rest of the meal will be provided.  

The congregation and members of the community are all invited to 
attend Dr. Dwoyer’s talk, which will take place in the fellowship hall 
from 6:00—7:15 p.m., following the covered dish dinner. 

For more information contact Nancy Orth at rorth2@cox.net , 804-
693-4762 (H), 804-832-2232 (C) or youth leaders, Kris Kent and Dawn 
McDade, at Bethany 804-642-2110. 

http://vaumfgifts.org/


 

 

 

 
 

 

Consecration Sunday 



 

 
 

  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  # yrs. 

4/4 Jack & Mary Kaylor 57 

4/4 Breta & David Hoover 35 

4/5 Shawn & Krista Chase  8 

4/7 Joe & Lisa Gayle 32 

4/10 Mike & Tina Silberhorn 23 

4/12 Martin & Dolores Breen  8 

4/20 Kelvin & Kelly Cooper 20 

4/21 Rick  & Gloria Koenig 4 

4/23 Roger & Anna Marie Wall 11 

4/24 Roy & Darlene Bauschatz 45 

4/25 Sandra & Lonnie Byrd 10 
 

LITURGISTS 
DATE 8:30 11:00 

4/3 Judy Burner Judy Burner 

4/10 Marsha Germek Marsha Germek 

4/17 TBD TBD 

4/24 Youth Youth 

 

ALTAR GUILD   
Peggy Lewis, Nancy Wilburn 

ACOLYTES 

DATE 8:30 11:00 

4/3 Patrick Glaze Connor Kent 

4/10 Deanna Mitchell Kayla McDade 

4/17 Deanna Mitchell Shelby Jacobs 

4/24 Makayla Floyd Carter Roane 

 

 

SOUND ROOM OPERATORS 
Date 8:30 Service 11:00 Service 

4/3 Lewis Marion Jeremy Nardozzi 

4/10 Roy Bauschatz Kirk Bell 

4/17 Lewis Marion Jeremy Nardozzi 

4/24 Roy Bauschatz Kirk Bell 
 

 

DATE COUNTING TEAMS 
4/3 Dixon 

4/10 Luther 

4/17 Hampton 

4/24 Kaylor 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

4/1 Kyle Cooper; John Coleman 

4/3 Janet Chapin; Charlotte Cecil 

4/5 Michael Kendall 

4/7 Brandon Sweeney; Isabella Wheat 

4/9 Patrick Glaze; Christina Perkins 

4/10 Alice Doggett; Peggy Lewis 

4/11 Marshall Lewis; Suzanne Sullivan 

4/12 Betty Morris; Dylan Andersen 

4/13 Jack Wallace 

4/14 
David Campbell; Betty  Sue Varner; Josephine 
Jordan 

4/15 Jack Silberhorn 

4/16 Robert Blackwell 

4/17 Gene Harrell 

4/18 
Rudy Shackelford; Adam White; Ethan Marshall; 
Anna Marie Wall 

4/19 Rebecca Teagle; Crystal Thompson 

4/20 Sondra Colbert; Jay Smith; Jon Kent 

4/21 Betty Walker; Ashley Kelley 

4/23 Diane White 

4/24 Chas Barber 

4/25 
Johnny Simmons; Cooper White; Shirley Lewis; 
Debra Farrow 

4/26 Neal White 

4/27 Austin White, Emily White 

4/28 Bayleigh Andersen; Irene Hogge 

4/29 Ted Peterman; Tommy Ligon 

4/30 Katie Hoover 
 

TRUSTEE CONTACTS 
WEEK OF NAME 
3/27-4/2 David Lewis 

4/3-4/9 Ann Hogge 

4/10-4/16 Don Thomas 

4/17-4/23 Milton Hudgins 

4/24-4/30 Marsha Germek/Al Burner 
 


